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A Case of Foreign body in Parapharyngeal space

Jin Choi, M.D., Jun-Myung Kang, M.D., Young-Hwa Yoo, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, The Catholic University of Korea,
College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Foreign bodies of the parapharyngeal space can cause severe complications such as descending
suppurative mediastinitis, jugular thrombophlebitis, cavernous sinus thrombosis and carotid erosion.
Therefore, early diagnosis and surgical intervention are needed to reduce morbidity and mortality.
We present a case of a toothbrush as foreign body in the parapharyngeal space in 28-year-old
male patient. The tooth brush was broken and the remnant of that was left in the patient's mouth.
Under general anesthesia, intraoral approach was undertaken and successfully the toothbrush
was removed, and then incision and drainage was done by transcervical approach. We report

this case with review of literature.
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Fig. 1. Neck AP, Lat. view show the foreign body(arrow) of right para- Fig. 2. Contrast enhanced Neck CT
pharyngeal space. shows the metalic material in right
parapharyngeal area. The foreign
body(arrow) is medial side of in-
ternal carotid artery and internal jug-
ular vein. Emphysema is found in
right parapharyngeal space around
foreign body and retropharyngeal
area.
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