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Petrology of the Basalt of Kilauea Volcano, Hawaii
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Abstract: Kilauea volcano located in the southemn part of Hawaii island chains has been formed by
continuous and sporadic eruption activities from 16 century to September of 1982. Kilauea volcano was
investigated from collecting the samples of basalt to identify the geochemical characteristics of the lavas.
Olivine, clinopyroxene, plagioclase, and opaque minerals with glass groundmass are observed. Clinopyroxene
formed glomerophopyritic texture with plagioclase and zoning texture was observed in some of plagioclase
phenocrysts. Major elements such as K,0, P,0,, TiO, increased with respect to MgO. ALO; and CaO
show the kink on Harker diagram due to the crystal fractionation of plagioclase and clinopyroxene with
plagioclase respectively. Olivine has a wide range of Fo% ranging from 60 to 90, and MnO and FeO in
the olivine are decreased with increasing Fo% oppositely increased Si0O,, MgO, and NiO. Ni in the whole
rock is controlled not only by the mode of olivine but also by the Ni abondance in the olivine.
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Fig. 1. Geologic map of the summit area of Kilauea Volcano modified from Neal & Lockwood (2003). Sample locations
are shown by square dots with numbers. HVO is the USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory.
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Fig. 2. Photographs of the Kilauea volcano's summit caldera region. (a) Kilauea summit caldeda showing Halemaumau
crater. (b) Halemaumau crater looking behind Mauna Loa volcano. (¢) Triple junction of three lavas whose eruptions
years are 1790, 1921, 1982, respectively. (d) Kilauea Iki crater with cracked bottom surface. (¢) Ropy structure. (f) Lava

flow surface.
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Table 1. Modal compositions of the basalt in the Kilauea volcano summit region (unit in vol.%)

Ol Cpx Pl

Eruption date  Sample No. Gm

ph mph ph mph ph mph
Sep. 1982 K21 0.0 0.6 0.0 03 0.0 0.0 99.1
Sep. 1982 K211 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 98.7
Apr. 1982 K 14-1 0.1 12 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.4 98.0
1975 K15 0.0 0.2 0.0 02 0.0 0.0 99.6
Sep. 1974 K07 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 99.8
Jul. 1974 K19 0.1 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.4
Sep. 1971 K 06 04 1.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 9382
Aug. 1971 K18 2.0 0.3 0.0 04 0.0 0.2 97.1
1959 K27 16.0 2.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 81.5
1954 K16 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 993
1954 K 16-1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 99.8
1921 K08 1.5 2.0 0.2 23 0.0 0.0 94.0
1919 K13 0.1 0.3 0.0 02 0.0 0.0 99.4
1918-19 K09 2.5 3.0 0.3 1.5 0.0 0.0 92.7
1892-94 K10 0.1 03 0.0 04 0.0 3.0 96.2
1888-89 K14 1.0 25 0.3 2.1 0.0 4.0 90.1
1882-85 K17 0.0 03 0.0 1.3 0.0 1.4 97.0
1832 K25 0.3 1.8 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 97.8
1790 K20 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.0
17C K04 0.5 0.7 0.1 0.3 0.1 03 98.0
17C K05 0.0 02 0.1 03 0.0 02 992
17C K24 5.0 20 1.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 91.9
17C K03 3.0 12.0 1.0 7.0 5.0 20.0 52.0
16C K02 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 99.9
16C K23 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 99.8
16C K01 1.0 10.0 03 6.0 2.0 15.0 65.7
16C K22 1.0 7.0 04 7.0 0.0 4.0 80.6
16C K26 2.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 97.7
16C KAl 3.0 10.0 1.0 5.0 4.0 18.0 59.0

Abbreviations: Ol; olivine, Cpx; clinopyroxene, Pl; plagioclase, Gm; groundmass, phenocrysts (ph); >0.5 mm, microphenocrysts

(mph); 0.1-0.5 mm, groundmass; <0.1 mm
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Fig. 3. Photomicrographs of Kilauea basalt. (a) Euhedral olivine phenocryst. (b) Accicular olivine phenocryst. (¢) Skel-
etal olivine phenocryst. (d) Glomeroporphyritic texture of clinopyroxenes. (¢) Intergranular texture of clinopyroxene and

plagioclase. (f) Zoning texture in plagioclase phenocryst.

kst AR o] AFATH e BEolHd I
Sojo} AAR wiaul AT sl AHES
23 ¢ & 223 FEolgty AZEHGarcia et dl,
2003). ¥HA FE F AL opolA o =g A
7o) o8] Soto 44 BFE A= AEHY F
Fo] ThE FEYRY Bl S ¢ F Aok A
Z ol %

e Aoz AztE A" AEEFig 3b
nlon} AFTAN ARAE AFAGE A7) Boe
Bzzol 3o BZ Ao FA Wzt g% 2%
W3ty S8 o QAT Aol AZETh(Helz, 1987).

LS

U 7 WL 249 ¥t §AE BATPRE
Holed ol ZuA WY FHRAY o LA

EerR st A% 8738 A A8 tk(Shalley, 1992). ZHEHA
ML 1-3%7F FE o|Fx et whE 19599 2
oofjo} o}7] BalFolN BEF £92 A v
& 719 18%7kA T ok Ao BE &

K
ol o

M p=ga=]

J. Petrol. Soc. Korea



ajolo] ZEkgslol st W] Tl s AT 65

3 Aol Mgo & 7o) dE ARAAE /A
I THFig. 6).

TR Ae) BE AR Yete 05904 8%
7Y RE gF & 7Rk g FEe] BAEAS
RE Z2u|= AL Ho|/|= gtk o R e
= ARt uebg(FEA 0.1-0.5mm) 712 Yepd
E Aol &3 E3] K01, K02, KAl A|EA 2o]
vehdth(e%). e 4Ed e AdE o) e A
oM EFEE 71 A7 tFs ArEEh dakeY
Y Ay e thE RN s Hdes

d

44 BES 3 AARINl PENT Y
o Bpe AXs Ak He] GAY A
AR B 298 24 JABTFig 30,
ARHE wRes F8) SEA UEUE 22w
53 71478 ol%E JEBE A
FHT. R A gl QulolE 4ol
2R 27 A48 A PeE wadn. 9
AR WRE FHTET 28 $REUckF
3. F199S] AR Se ne A sheEs 3
R Helrlw W,
18 o FE Re AT DA gRpo)
W 9% 2EPFFe) FuE 2:cl 44

i = o ao rlo

Zekgollob st @RSk FALE] disiA Mgo
of thet WSl (Fig. 404 B 7HA] FEEHE 5Ho)
vebdth MgOZt 371 o) Awtdo g fadte 9
A2E2%E Na0, P,0, KO, 283 TiO,7} oy
Fe,0*c ZrAsitirt F7bshe o BAME g B
ot 53] ALOS Ca0 & MgO7} 7t o Zrist
9 ol AR pgadhe MIEE e HEE R
otk FAFEE Zdko] Si0 M % oFsial HEHT)

FALF Si0E 1959¢ Aehgoof o|7] &b
A BE28 K27HA 47 wt%e] 7P e ghekg )
AZ KAl A B 51 wi%s] 71 w8 38 713
o} TiOE KO3 AJ29) 1.74 wt%E A &Jstare 2.1
ol 2.97kx19] FEEAE eRATh ALOE 11904
HMwt% JE9 ghg Holer] 1959 K27¥ Al8&

Vol. 16, No. 2, 2007

10 W% $& 3g Hol: Ut} Fe,0,%a2 12914
13 wt%7hA) 9] F& WH3EL Holi MnOE 0.15414]
0.17 wi%7HA] Wdte] Zo] v)-$ Fr}. vk MgO9
ke gollA] 16 wi%eZkA] TheFstAl vebdt) caoe
10904 12 wt%7}A] Wo] & 7FA|3L Na,O= 2004 3
wtte7hA] 3T K,09 PO [ wi% \|ehe] 2 ¢
22 7A=Y K08 03904 0.6 wi%7HA P,0.E 0.1
oA 0.3 wive7hA19] Wo] #& RoiFrH(Table 2; Fig. 4).
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23 We WS s1Rth MgOE 2894 48 wt%7}HA]
£ 9 =& ¥t TiO,, ALO, MnO, Ca0, Na,0,
K,0, Ni0 5& &) 1%r|Te s ofF 4% F3t
3 9t} 7kl MOt FeO2l mol%Z 18t Fo%
2 592 907kA Adge #ol F& sl A
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Table 2. Major element compositions of the basalt in the study area (unit in wt%)

Eruption date Sample# SiO, TiO, ALO, FeO Fe,0, MnO MgO CaO Na,0 K,0 P,O; Total Mg# (pI:rln)
Sep. 1982 K21 4999 249 13.08 824 348 0.6 857 1083 228 047 025 10081 65 147
Sep. 1982 K21-1 5038 242 1323 851 264 016 850 10.86 248 045 024 10082 64 143
Apr. 1982 K14-1 5033 265 1242 751 414 017 747 1123 210 049 026 9962 64 87

1975 K15 4998 256 1332 830 3.03 016 7.17 1123 224 048 025 9965 61 81
Sep. 1974 K07 4995 2.56 1343 738 4.19 0.17 730 1118 241 049 026 100.13 64 93
Jul. 1974 K19 4982 236 11.59 9.10 240 0.16 942 1052 190 043 022 9895 65 173
Sep. 1971 K06 5051 2.68 13.19 744 433 017 7.4 1111 216 050 027 10032 63 83
Aug. 1971 K18 4940 291 1267 9.15 254 017 633 1094 218 054 029 9812 55 69

1959 K27 4660 225 991 868 3.02 016 1693 966 174 046 023 10060 78 454

1954 K16 4935 2.88 1343 834 356 0.17 729 1169 232 054 028 10077 61 83

1954 K16-1 4990 275 1328 828 3.09 017 720 1136 228 054 026 10002 61 94

1921 K08 4968 265 1276 7.84 390 0.6 9.2 1033 193 049 027 1000t 67 210

1919 K13 4993 2.81 13.89 850 280 0.17 7.00 1146 246 055 028 100.79 59 94
1918-19 K09 49.04 257 1233 834 305 016 9.58 1082 217 049 024 9971 67 245
1892-94 K10 4942 272 1346 8.17 315 016 742 1086 242 053 028 9949 62 126
1888-89 K14 4944 263 1380 8.18 3.17 016 748 11.11 224 049 026 9987 62 127
1882-85 K17 50.18 2.80 13.08 811 332 0.17 661 11.25 214 052 028 9935 59 75

1832 K25 5026 246 1328 790 378 0.17 7.12 1086 219 038 023 9949 62 78

1790 K20 5029 272 1257 775 394 017 674 1047 246 050 028 9875 61 90

17C K03 4895 175 11.66 7.82 393 016 1235 1012 171 033 016 9980 74 289

17C K24 4924 226 12.18 838 321 0.6 1046 1030 201 034 020 9966 69 240

17C K04 5009 250 1334 791 3.10 016 6.67 1069 241 045 024 9843 60 89

17C Ko05 5037 246 13.00 798 291 0.16 671 1072 216 044 025 98.06 60 93

16C K02 4971 213 1149 9.09 3.5 017 10.84 1010 194 032 0.19 100.14 68 177

16C K23 4953 243 1333 9.8 224 017 751 1070 221 041 024 9896 59 &2

16C Ko1 5060 231 1357 851 256 0.16 721 11.07 231 040 023 9988 60 94

16C K22 50.47 227 11.56 8.01 397 0.16 1066 10.02 196 038 024 10059 70 220

16C K26 4861 2.64 1286 771 426 017 952 1077 206 054 027 10026 69 228

16C KAl 5072 2.50 1320 7.02 489 0.17 729 11.01 228 039 023 10048 65 80

1919 BHVO-1* 4994 271 13.80 858 282 0.17 723 1140 226 052 027 9970 59

Mgi = {MgO/(MgO + FeO)}x 100

(Jang, 2003). NiO9IME Fo%7} E7t8 & & F71st B 9|

£t A%S 2 vehdt. ol9= R E FeOT Fo%7t
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Table 3. Representative microprobe analyses of olivine from basalt in the study area (unit in wt%)

Sample# K21 Kl4-1 KI5 K07 K19 K06 KI18 K27 KI6 KI61 K08 KI3 K09 KI0

Eruption date 1982.9 19824 1975 19749 19747 19719 1971.8 1959 1954 1954 1921 1919 1918 1892
Si0, 4339 4124 4155 4072 43.13 4025 41.63 43.03 4055 40.71 4153 4159 4091 41.02
TiO, 000 000 000 000 001 001 009 004 007 004 003 001 002 004
ALO, 004 005 003 004 005 002 004 004 003 004 006 003 007 003
FeO 1307 1646 1638 1585 1371 19.60 1998 1241 1808 1920 9.72 1735 1341 2031
MnO ©022 021 024 025 017 033 027 012 022 020 009 028 019 030
MgO 4273 4172 4203 4190 4336 3943 3761 4377 4105 3925 4805 39.82 4478 37.80
Ca0 027 027 029 029 024 018 030 029 032 031 023 031 029 032
Na,0 004 000 001 000 00l 001 002 002 000 004 000 000 001 000
K0 000 000 001 000 000 000 000 000 000 002 00l 000 000 000
NiO 041 020 021 026 034 025 026 044 026 020 031 023 040 026
Total 100.16 100.14 100.74 99.30 101.02 100.07 100.19 100.17 100.58 100.00 100.02 99.62 100.07 100.09
Fo% 8 8 8 8 8 78 77 8 8 78 9 8 8 77
Sample# K14 KI7 K25 K20 K04 K05 K24 KO3 K02 K23 KOl K22 K26 KAl

Eruptiondate 1888 1882 1832 1790 17C 17C 17C 17C 16C 16C 16C 16C 16C  16C
Si0, 41.07 4115 3952 3972 4065 41.60 40.74 3858 4134 4186 41.66 39.08 41.00 3998
TiO, 002 004 000 000 000 000 003 005 002 003 003 004 001 000
ALO, 003 002 002 002 002 003 007 000 003 003 010 002 006 003
FeO 1924 19.60 29.87 2493 1943 19.69 1656 3132 1408 1620 1733 2476 1213 21.88
MnO 028 030 036 031 027 032 021 043 021 024 027 031 023 033
MgO 3911 3855 29.56 3423 3986 38.12 4208 2971 4413 4137 4031 3564 4627 3732
Ca0 029 032 022 026 029 030 029 023 022 027 031 021 028 031
Na,O 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.02
K,0 000 001 000 000 00 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 001
NiO 020 020 014 015 024 010 028 013 033 024 027 020 043 016
Total 10026 10020 9970 99.62 100.79 100.05 10025 100.45 100.37 100.24 10028 10027 100.42 100.03
Fo% 78 78 6 71 79 78 8 63 8 8 8 72 8 75

Fo% = {MgO mol%/(MgO mol%+FeO mol%)} x 100.
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