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A Study on the Components of Teacher In-Service Training
Program to Improve the Professionalism in the Elementary

Environmental Education
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(Seoul Eunjung Elementary School - *Korea National University of Education)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find identity of the elementary environmental education
and inquire elements of professionalism in environmental education that elementary teachers
should have.

This study performed a half-structured interview in twice to the eight of elementary
teachers who completed the environmental education curriculum course in a graduate school or
participated in the teacher training program before.

As a result, this study found that the identity of the elementary environmental education
consists of the unification comprehending various subjects, the well-rounded sensitivity ba-
lancing intellectual, emotional and behavioral aspects, and the grounding in forming environ-
mentally friendly living-habit and academic basis of environments. Moreover, this study found
that the teacher training program for the specialty of the elementary environmental teachers
should comprise of the following twelve components: the knowledge of overall environmental
curriculum, environmental life guidance and environmental classroom management, environ-
mental teaching skills and function, the passion and commitment about environmental
education, environmental sensitivity, understanding of education studies, the values and attitude
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about environment,

environmental psychology and developing stage of child,

g

environmental behavior,

A3E A% BA A4 ZEaPe P 84 ¥ 55
understanding the relationship between

the general education and

communication/cooperation with colleagues or local community, understanding of the role as

an teacher for the elementary environmental education. More importantly, it would be very

crucial that the teachers themselves who are the main body of education system should

recognize the their role as the professionals in order to improve the quality of education.

Key words

elementary environmental education, teacher in-service training program,

teacher's elements of professionalism
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