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The Crime Effect on Societal Anxiety

Beom Jun Kim

Kyonggi University / Yonsei University

The study aims to examine the effects of crime on societal anxiety. For this purpose, two
studies were conducted. In study 1, the data were collected from 286 students(male 160,
female 126) regarding perceived seriousness of crime, estimation of crime occurrence, societal
anxiety, and estimation of change in these 3 variables every 3 years from 1993 to 2011.
The means of the 3 variables were higher than the midpoint of the scale. And the means
of all the 3 variables gradually increased from 1993 to 2011 and the change patterns were
very similar. Furthermore, the estimation of crime occurrence and perceived seriousness of
crime were significant predictors of societal anxiety. Study 2 was conducted to explore the
effect of frequency estimation of the criminal acts on the societal anxiety. The data from
259 subjects(male 141, female 118) were analysed. The occurrence of frequency of 7 types
of crimes including 25 criminal acts were estimated and societal anxiety was measured. The
results of study 2 showed that only the major crime was significant a predictor of societal
anxiety, and among the major crimes, arson was a significant predictor of the dependent

variable. Implications and limits of the studies are discussed.

Key words : crime, crime occurrence, societal anxiety, fear of crime
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