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The Distribution of Heat Waves and lts Cause in South Korea
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Abstract : This study aims to examine the distribution of heat waves and to understand its cause for 33
years(1973~2005) from 60 weather stations in Korea. Heat wave is defined as a period of 3 or more days with a daily
maximum temperature exceeds the 95th percentile. In the inland of Chungcheong region, the Chungcheong western
costal region, the inland of Jeolla region, the inland of Gyeongsang region and the southern region of Jeju island, heat
wave days appeared more than 160 days. In the middle region of eastern costal and the northem region of Jeju istand,
heat wave days were less than 110 days. In regions that were heavily influenced by southwesterly winds during the
occurrence of heat waves, such as the inland of Chungcheong region, the Chungcheong western costal region, the
inland of Jeolla region and the inland of Gyeongsang region, heat waves continued for the longer term.

Key Words : heat waves, heat wave days, distribution of heat waves, daily maximum temperature
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