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Types of narratives about great doctors in literature

Lee Kyoung Hee

Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

Narratives are the old stories handed down for a long time, which are not personal creations but common
ones for ages. They were formed from the public consciousness, passed orally and recorded in letters. There
have been lots of studies on narratives about characters, whereas there have been poor in the studies on the

great doctors.

The author examined the narratives about great doctors in literature for successive generations, and made
researches on world view and consciousness of reality reflected on the age directly or indirectly. The author
inquired into the descriptions and constructions of the narratives separately, and classified the great doctors
in literature into the miraculous doctors, eccentric doctors and righteous doctors. Therefore truly great doctor
is the one who treats not only personal diseases but also social problems, and who tries to harmonize with human

beings and nature.
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