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The disabled population is a vulnerable group, having very complex medical conditions,
but little is known about differences in the level of access by type of disability. This
study was performed to investigate the differences of health care utilization by the type
of disability.

The database was constructed from registry of the disabled and health insurance and
medical aid claims data submitted to the Korea Health Insurance Cooperation during in
the year 2003. The disability classified three groups according to the Disabled Welfare
Act, physically disability with external dysfunction, physically disability with organic
disease, and mentally disability.
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There were huge differences in health care utilization by the type of disability. For the
inpatient care, those with a mental disability were more likely to utilize health care
services in terms of average visit number of medical facilities and visit days per case,
but the treatment amount per case was the highest in physically disabled with organic
disease. For the outpatient care, those who the physically disabled with organic disease
were more likely to utilize health care services in terms of average visit number of
medical facilities, treatment amount per case, and the treatment days per case. Also,
those who physically disabled with organic disease were more likely to utilize general
hospital for both inpatient and outpatient care, and spent more out-of-pocket expenditure.
As the number of persons with disabilities rises, the need to consider new approaches to
protecting their health grows increasingly. Especially, Korean health care system should
be refined to be more responsive to the needs of the type of disability.

Key Words - Disability, Health care utilization, Health care system
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