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Comparisons of Medical Costs between Hospice and Non-hospice Care

Nam-Cho Kim, Jin-Sun Young, So-Young You*

The Catholic University of Korea College of Nursing, Seoul,
*Department of Nursing, Dong U College, Sokcho, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to show the differences of medical cost between hospice and non-hospice
care for terminally ill patients. This information provides basic data to nationally institutionalize hospice care for
decreasing costs and enhancing quality of life for terminally ill patients. Methods: Participants of this study were
114 terminally ill cancer patients who wete diagnosed and died with stomach cancer and lung cancer at the
K hospital of the C university. The study was a retrospective survey design that analyzed the medical costs for
two weeks before they died. The cost analysis was done according to 11 items form the medical cost bill. Results:
Patients entolled in hospice care had significantly lower medical costs (53%) than did non-hospice patients especially
in use of TPN, narcotic analgesics, nursing care, radiology tests, and blood tests. Among patients enrolled/admitted
in the hospice unit, there was a significant cost difference only in use of analgesics whether the hospice specialized
doctor was in charge of care or not. The cost was significantly lower when a hospice specialized doctor was in
charge of care although the total medical cost was the same. Conclusion: This study identified lower medical
costs for patients cared for in the hospice unit. Thus, we urge institutionalizing hospice care without delay to
insure cost benefits as well as quality care. (Korean J Hosp Palliat Care 2007;10:29-34)
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Table I. Demographic characteristics of subjects.

Hospice ~ Non-hospice
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- Total A oA 114 e) AEEEE FAY 57%, Akt
Characteristics care care P % .
n=63 n=>51 n (%) BrAom, ABETE= 6o/} 31.6%2 7HF B9kl o)

Gender oJ A 70t ©}4 24.5%, SOt 20.2%E 50th ©|/Fe] 76.3%
Male 31 (47.7) 34 (523) 06 65 (57.0) Aty ZnE 1A Algo] 64%A L, AKHEE 1E o
Female 32 (65.3) 17 (34.7) 49(43.0)

Age (year) 2ol 40.3%H . F b 4oto] 56.1%, H Y| 43.9%
<50 11 @407 16 (59.3) 27 (23.7) aom o] F g ARRIAIY 55.3%, DHHEF
50~59 13 (565 10 (435) 26 23 (20.2) A A BE uh= b5 A g AR} 44.7% S THTable 1).
60~69 25 (69.4) 11 (30.6) 36 (31.6)

- 70 14600 14 600 28 @45 2. ZATA THMAIS B SATA CjARIS] TEHIS

Religion
N Ty sesy | omose s wEA B8 GIaRw kd s
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Educational level 2 At G Eel ddste] dEH A gE 2
<Middle school 43 (63.2) 25 (36.8) .06 68 (59.7) F vz ag s Ak A 88 WYE Blug 43
>High school 20 (43.4) 26 (56.6) 46 (40.3) = 1;}..‘%37,}. Zor) 288 2He A0~ HEY A

Diagnosis o m o Hl s Al . Hmo] Ao
Gastric cancer 36 (563) 28 43.7) 81 G4 (56.1) BT 1054382801, e WEe By
Lung cancer 27 (54.0) 23 (46.0) 46 (40.3) 1,975,7860 2. 2 S A3 2~ WEo] 21 5u7) §o8HA o

Table 2. Comparisons of medical costs between hospice and non-hospice care.

Care Hospice Non-hospice p
Cost (won) M=ESD M=SD
Antibiotics (3 generation) 66,999 +58,450 192,014 341,719 346
Radiology treatment 197,3111+90,739 158,755 +123,915 709
High keal nutrients 34,473 +48,571 128,402 113,288 .001
Blood transfusion 57,261 110,948 142,120 £246,414 330
Narcotics 6,132+11,645 24,534+54,033 o1
Admission charge 956,688 624,184 1,204,666+ 1.04E6 119
Nursing fee 39,325 324,730 85,7521+83,532 001
Radiology test 26,457 £67,490 176,381 %258,287 .011
Blood test 11,513%13,120 139,136 1124,491 001
Other analgesics 2,409 12,046 948 +932 .002
CPR 146,372
Chemotherapy 28,264
Total 1,054,382 +628,917 1,975,786 = 1.17E6 .001

n=114. *CPR: cardiopulmonary resuscitation
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Table 3. Comparisons of medical costs between hospice doctor and non-hospice doctor.

Doctor Hospice doctor Non-hospice doctor p

Cost (won) M=£SD M+SD

Antibiotics (3 generation) 79,3610 64,938 63,749 0
High kcal nutrients 27,912150,955 47,594+44,711 434
Blood transfusion 28,630£24,509 65,442+126,338 .707
Narcotics 5,633 110,669 7,107 £13,581 641
Admission charge 953,806+ 674,255 962,059 1+533,176 961
Nursing fee 39,210+24,568 39,533 +25,603 961
Radiology test 37,040+£81,410 5,290 £ 6,264 322
Blood test 12,062 £12,450 10,759+ 14,373 767
Other analgesics 2,90132,150 1,425 11,409 .007
Total 1,038,463 + 682,822 1,084,049 +527,515 786

n=63
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