HEENo] hE e Tl A EoY Mo
The Family Characteristics Affecting
the Socio-Cultural Adjustment of North Korean Defectors®

He st oF g7t}
za4 0| H
Z 4 023

Department of Child Development and Family Studies, Seoul National University
Assistant Professor . Meejung Chin
Professor : SoonHyung Yi

4= ity
1. BAA17 V. d+25
I, AT o V. 22 9 =9
. &-H ¥ SIS
<Abstract>

As the number of North Koreans defectors entering South Korea with their family members increases, it becomes
more important to explore the family characteristics that facilitate their adjustment. The data used in the present
study was collected from a survey of 195 North Korean defectors. The aim of this study was to investigates how the
structural and relational aspects of family influence the socio-cultural adjustment of North Korean defectors. The
structural characteristics of family life included whether or not the defectors exited with their family members,
whether they were living with family members, and whether they were living with family members under the age of
18. The relational characteristics included family cohesion and adaptability. The study results showed that living with
young family members was negatively associated with the social activity restriction problems commonly perceived by
North Korean defectors. Family cohesion was also negatively associated with the social activity restriction problems
and positively associated with the social isolation problems. The results of this study also showed that family
adaptability was not significantly associated with any socio-cultural adjustment problems.
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