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ABSTRACT

This research challenges the general notion of one-person households of the elderly
during widowhood as impoverished, isolated, and vulnerable. Recognizing a high potential
vulnerability, however, this research attempts to describe the diverse composition of
one-person households of the elderly. For this purpose, relying on 2% sample data from
the 2000 census, it examines regional distribution, socio-economic characteristics, and
determinants of one-person households of the elderly during widowhood. Socio-economic
characteristics of one-person households of the elderly differ by region. Jeju island is
distinct in terms of sex and age distribution, and residence area of children. In general,
rates of economic activity and self-subsistence are higher in provinces than in cities.
Compared to the elderly living with family, the elderly living alone show high rates of
economic activity, self-subsistence, and capability of physical activity. Results of logistic
regression analysis of determinants of living arrangement are comsistent with those of
descriptive statistics. Those who are economically active and able to move around without
assistance tend to live alone after the death of a spouse. Number of sons and living in
an urban area are negatively associated with living alone, whereas females are more
likely than males to live alone. According to the separate analysis by age, the positive
effect of economic activity is greater in the oldest of the old than in other age groups.
Those who possess high educational attainment tend to live alone when they are 80 and
older, unlike other age groups. Based on these findings, this paper finds that one-person
households of the elderly may not always be the most vulnerable group, and are diverse
in terms of socioeconomic characteristics.

Key words: one-person household of elderly, regional distribution, socio-economic
characteristics, determinants of living arrangement
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics

hg::;m  Eldery living
elderly with family

Sex
male 10.8 10.5
female 89.2 89.5
Age ‘
65-69 332 250
70-74 312 249
75-79 22.1 230
> 80 135 27.1
Educational attainment
no education 65.5 62.5
elementary school 26.0 28.8
middle school 39 41
= high school 4.6 4.6
Economic activity
yes 24.6 85
no 75.4 91.5
Capable of physical
activity by oneself
yes ‘ 95.8 88.3
no 4.2 11.7
Area
rural 36.2 19.5
urban 63.8 80.5
No. of sons:
0 119 3.1
>1 88.1 96.9
N 10493 20808
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Table 2. Regional distribution and socioeconomic characteristics of one-person households of the elderly

Seoul Busan

Daegu  Incheon Gwangju Daejun  Ulsan

Sex
male 13.2 12.0 10.2 12.5 8.7 133 6.7
female 86.8 88.0 89.8 87.5 91.3 86.7 933
Age
65-69 36.5 40.5 372 36.6 344 36.1 342
70-74 309 326 30.1 29.5 333 31.0 28.3
75-79 19.7 18.4 21.0 23.7 21.3 20.9 242
> 80 129 85 11.7 10.2 11.0 12.0 13.3
Educational attainment
no education 40.1 475 558 56.6 60.1 449 725
elementary school 333 38.5 29.1 329 29.0 399 21.7
middle school 109 6.2 6.3 6.1 6.6 10.1 4.2
> high school 15.7 7.8 8.8 44 4.3 5.1 1.6
Economic activity
yes 10.1 8.5 9.7 14.2 14.8 8.9 16.7
no . 89.9 91.5 90.3 85.8 85.2 91.1 83.3
Capable of physical activity by oneself
yes 96.7 96.3 95.6 97.0 97.8 98.1 942
10 33 37 44 30 22 1.9 58
No. of sons
0 54 9.0 83 11.0 12.6 6.2 6.4
21 94.6 91.0 91.7 89.0 87.4 93.8 93.6
Residence area of children
same village, town, sub-county 24.1 27.2 19.7 28.5 29.3 218 254
::ff;r:":m::af;’y t:nv;“’ dis:ttr’::’"my 294 287 32 302 409 346 424
same county 19.8 224 23.1 15.1 122 17.3 14.4
different city/province 23.7 209 19.9 254 17.7 244 16.9
abroad 30 0.8 0.0 0.7 0.0 1.9 0.8
Means of subsistence '
by oneself 26.6 179 17.3 19.0 240 24.7 30.0
gﬁ?szzprz“ from children and 400 498 511 559 486 424 415
total support.from 45 323 316 251 273 329 25
children and other sources
N 1039 598 382 295 183 158 120
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Table 2. Countined

Gyong Kang Chung Chung  Jeon Jeon  Gyung Gyung

gi won buk nam buk nam buk nam JTeju

Sex

male 15.2 124 13.7 123 92 9.8 11.6 9.6 52

female 84.8 87.6 86.3 87.7 90.8 90.2 884 90.4 94.8
Age

65-69 35.0 31.7 28.8 321 30.0 333 310 33.1 227

70-74 309 28.4 302 30.1 33.0 31.0 326 311 26.2

75-79 20.6 220 28.5 227 23.1 234 21.6 23.1 25.3

> 80 135 17.9 125 15.1 139 12.3 14.8 12.7 25.8
Educational attainment

no education 50.7 72.1 71.8 68.9 77.8 779 743 74.1 86.5

elementary school 34.1 213 23.8 27.6 18.7 20.1 233 224 8.7

middle school 6.8 33 2.1 1.2 1.4 0.8 12 1.9 31

= high school 84 33 23 23 2.1 12 1.2 1.6 1.7
Economic activity

yes 13.1 215 314 339 280 41.6 35.0 339 332

no 86.9 78.5 68.6 66.1 720 58.4 65.0 66.1 66.8
Capable of physical
activity by oneself

yes 95.8 96.2 97.9 94.9 96.9 96.0 95.3 95.4 93.5

no 42 38 2.1 5.1 3.1 4.0 47 4.6 6.5
No. of sons

0 6.0 9.8 55 32 7.0 4.2 5.9 54 9.9

=1 94.0 90.2 9.5 96.8 93.0 95.8 94.1 94.6 90.1

Residence area of children

same village, town,

252 26.1 16.9 228 231 194 19.0 24.0 44.1
sub-county

different village, town,

sub-county in the same 19.1 23.6 19.3 16.0 204 18.2 19.1 18.8 220

city and district

same county 10.4 12.1 16.9 11.6 14.4 14.4 127 154 18.1

different city/province 43.6 37.8 46.6 49.3 42.0 47.9 49.0 414 15.4

abroad 1.7 04 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.1 04 0.4
Means of subsistence

by oneself 214 28.2 25.9 28.8 23.8 328 29.2 294 39.3

partial support from
children and other

total support from
children and other

N 977 451 386 652 866 1267 1242 1105 229

49.4 44.4 46.6 44.8 44.1 44.8 429 46.9 384

29.2 274 27.5 26.4 32.1 223 279 237 22.3
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Table 3. Logistic regression analysis (one-person
household of elderly vs. elderly with family)

Odds Ratio

Sex (ref: male)

female 2.401%%*
Age (ref: 65-69)

70-74 1.030

75-79 0.805%**

> 80 0.444%**
Education (ref: >high school)

no education 1.049

elementary school 0.863*

middle school 0.943
Economic activity (ref: no)

yes 2.467%**
Capable of physical activity by oneself
(ref: no)

yes 2.244%%**
Area (ref: rural)

urban 0.466%**
No. of sons (ref: 0)

=1 0.347%**

Likelihood Ratio 3201.2%**
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Table 4. Logistic regression analysis by age (one-person household of elderly vs. elderly with family)

Odds Ratio
65-69 70-74 75-79 > 80

Sex (ref: male)

female . 2.296%*** 2.164%** 2.499%** 2.675%**
Education (ref: >high school)

no education 1.140 1.112 1.093 0.602%*

elementary school 0.998 0.828 0.865 0.503%**

middle school 1.047 0.804 1.403 0.456**
Economic activity (ref: no)

yes 2.111%** 2.596%** 2.663%** 4.156%+*
Capable of physical activity by oneself (ref:
no)

yes 1.715%%** 1.883%** 2.662%*%* 2.367***
Area (ref: rural)

0.461%** 0*224 0.4497%** -+ 0.453*%%*

No. of sons (ref: 0)

=1 0.371%** 0.342%** 0.373%** 0.302%**

Likelihood Ratio 647.8%** 580.4%** 590.5%** 632.7%%*
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