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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to find out how family, school and community variables
influence internet behavior problems in adolescents. By focusing on sex differences, this
study analyzes female as well as male behavior problems. The data used in this study are
gathered from 1,046 middle and high school students in a national sampling. The results
are as follows. Internet addiction is the most frequently occurring problem. A chi-square
test shows that male students have higher experience rates than female students in
obscene chatting and violent games. A series of logistic regressions are performed to
know the relative influence of independent variables controlling for each other. In the
case of male students’ internet behavior problems, region, communications with their
parents, interactions with their close friends, and satisfaction with community facilities are
significant variables. Interactions with friends are significant in predicting behavior
problems of both female and male students. Suggestions and implications with regard to
intervention strategies for adolescents are discussed.

Key words: internet behavior problems, family variables, school variables, community
variables, sex differences
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8.18*
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Internet
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one 474 281 193 19,355 %%
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more

* p<0.05, **; p<0.0, ***; p<0.001
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Table 2. Variables for logistic regression analysis

Variables Range of Scales Mean S.D
region rural=0, city=1
hool middle school=0,
schoo’ age high school=1
cc?mmunication 3. 15 9.56 2.92
with parents
monitoring 5-25 10.96 3.85
Indep. - - -
variable interaction with 5 .25 17.43 4.50
friends
school

. 5-25 14.64 4.29
adjustment

satisfaction with

community 5-25 13.92 4.10
facility
Dep. experience of none=0,

i internet behavior .
variable experienced=1

problems
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Table 3. Logistic regression for students’ internet
behavior problems

Male Female
Indep.
variable. Parameter Odds Parameter Odds
estimation Ratio estimation Ratio
Region A4* .65 -13 1.14
School age 27 1.31 A40** 1.49
C icati
ommimeation - _ogx 92 .04 96
with parents
Monitoring -.03 97 .03 1.03

Interaction with 06** 1.06  .07** 1.07

friends
School
00 04 104 -04 96
adjustment
Satisfaction
with
. -07%* 0.94 -.03 97
community
facility
Intercept 45 -90
Model x? 23.33%%* 19.23 %+
df 7 7

*: p<O.1, **: p<0.05, *+*: p<0.01
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