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ABSTRACT

As the globalization has increasingly brought in the disintegration of boundary between
cultures, the hybrid of styles, or fusion styles in various cultural spheres have been introduced as
important theme. With this new trend, the traditional culture of Asia appeared as the source of
inspiration for the West, and as the source of enhanced pride and asset for ethnic groups which
have been considered "the Other" by the West. 1990's witnessed a drastically increased interest in
Orientalism and Ethnic trends in most social aspects, especially in culture and art. They have
been the main theme in fashion, providing the source of inspiration with elements such as the
unique color schemes, composition methods and geometrical simplicity.

The creative application of traditional culture into modern design as well as fashion can make
a significant contribution and be a solid foundation for the development of national culture in
general, since images containing cultural authenticity are the visual representation of the nation
and they can be important tools for the globalization of design.

This study aims to find out the formative characteristics of Korean traditional embroidery and
the ways they are applied in modern fashion by world-renowned Korean fashion designers. The
purpose of this study is to make a fundamental source for further study by the same author on
creative design development utilizing the result. The study methods are literature study combined
with research of genuine articles from museums and personal ownership as well as photos from
magazines and internet. The significance of this study lies in enhancing the appreciation of
Korean traditional culture and expanding the possibility of its globalization by modern application.
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