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The Educational Need of Forensic Medicine
for Emergency Medical Technicians in 119 Rescue Service
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Abstract - An Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) is a well-trained emergency responder to provide
emergency medical services to the critically ill and injured patient. In various situations, EMT may
destroy potential physical evidences associated with the crime scene or determination of real cause of
death. This study was aimed to evaluate the educational need of forensic medicine in Korean EMT.
Questionnaires were administered to 592 EMTs during March 2007. The response rate was 60.3%(357
EMTs). In questionnaires there were 13 questions regarding the general characteristics, 16 questions about
roles of EMTs related with forensic circumstances, 9 questions about the education related to forensic
medicine. Questionnaires rated on a 4-point Likert scale or 5-point Likert scale.

Most of 119 rescue EMTs had experienced with situations related to crime or unexpected sudden death.
EMTs had arrived to the scenes earlier than police and complained of some difficulties related with
deficit of forensic knowledge. EMTs wanted to receive continuous educations about forensic medicine. In
order to reduce dissatisfaction with EMTs roles and to improve crime scene preservations, Emergency
Medical Services policies should provide regular educational curriculum by forensic pathologists and
promote legal responsibilities for 119 rescue EMTs.
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