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The Search of the Crime Prevention Method through the Crime Pattem to
Apartment Type

Hwan Young Choi*, Jong Min Chae

Changwon Jungbu Police Station, Gyeongnam Provincial Police Agency*,
Department of Forensic Medicine, Kyungpook National University School of Medicine

Abstract — Apartments are built in small countries to accommodate densely populated cities and maximize
urbanization. Many apartment complexes have been built in recent reconstruction or redevelopment
projects. An increase in crime has resulted due to residents living in a narrow space. Larceny is the most
commonly reported crime in apartment complexes. Apartments can be classified as stairway, hallway, or
plane surface. This study compares and analyzes the frequency of theft by apartment type to assist in
creating a safer residential space. In America and England, scholars studied to make a safer residential
space, and have applied the theory of ‘the Defensible Space’ and ‘Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design(CPTED)’ since 1970s. Korean apartment design now reflects CPTED in new
apartment construction.

In this study, 12 apartment complexes were selected in Changwon city to conduct analysis of theft in
selected complexes. The study will cover housing invasion theft, motorcycle and car theft and snatching.
The most frequency larceny is motorcycle and car theft, the second is housing invasion theft, and the
least frequent is snatching. More residents' motorcycles and cars are damaged in a hallway style
apartment. More frequently inhabitants have their possessions snatched on a stairway form.

When we build new apartment complexes, we must plan to improve territoriality and enhance a natural
surveillance by reinforcing dwellers' relationship. Through planning we can prevention the larceny in
apartments.
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