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An Analysis of the National Suicide Rate in Korea during 2005
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Abstract - From the numerous social problems generated by the unbalanced social development and the
social trend of belittling life overall, we found the causes of suicide getting worse in its seriousness day
by day. In reality, the problem has been approached in a collateral level in contrast with other social
problems. There have been an active involvement in studying the definition, causes and ways of
prevention of suicide theoretically until now. However, different from other social problems, it is almost
impossible to treat or fix the problem of suicide. Only ways to treat or fix the problem is when the
suicide has ended in failure. Thus, this study intends to examine the suicide rate among the total
accidents during the year 2005, perform the analyses on the actual causes according to the relations such
as the means of suicide, occupation, age group, educational background, etc. In order to present a solution
to the issue of suicide becoming serious each day. Among the total accidents in 2005, the suicide rate
came out to be approximately 52.4%. Among the result, 52.4%, male with 69% resulted higher than
female with 31%, which appears to be related to the social functions. While men tends to take more
active(80%) means of suicide like jumping off, poison, hanging, etc., women tends to take more
passive(60%) means of suicide like sleeping pills, slitting wrist, etc. In terms of the cause, pessimism,
illness, denial, mental disorder, etc resulted more than 75%, and there were many cases of suicide after
exhibiting the signs of depression. Also there were higher suicide rate of the unemployed engaged in
direct labor with educational background lower than college level related to the pessimism regarding the
family living cost. We were able to determine the recent increase in the suicidal tendency of the educated
people higher than the college level and the retired people with depression caused by the sudden change
in social status. Overall there are several reasons for suicide, however, in most cases the signs of

depression were exhibited until the final suicide, which tells us the serious psychological problem of
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suicide. Assuming that the current development of suicide will continue in future, the result of this study

will guide the corresponding social policies, be utilized in preparing the insurance or management at the

national level dealing with the real social problems that are not just a conflict of an individual, but could

spread like a fad and become much bigger than the present by the continuous support at the

environmental, social and political levels, and be utilized as the basic data to establish the research plan.
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Table 3. Analysis on the educational characteristics per suicidal method.
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Table 6. Analysis on the causes and characteristics per age group.
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