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Reuse Methodology for Abandoned Mines as Industrial Heritage
Kang, Dong-Jin
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ABSTRACT

Industrial heritage artifacts may include the industrial products, technologies and infrastructures that have
contributed to modernization beginning with the Industrial Revolution. The history of our industrial heritage
spans 50 to 150 years and can be characterized by taking into account the site and the technology. This
paper analyzes 13 precedents in Japan, Canada, and the United States in terms of these concerns, with focus
on the reuse of abandoned mines as industrial heritage. Field surveys and interviews about each abandoned
mine were used to obtain historical records and material.

The results describe progress in three phases (1) recognizing phase, (2) organizing phase, and (3) main-
tenance + management phase. A proper methodology for reuse is necessary to ensure the authenticity of the
abandoned mine, particularly in the face of poor tourism-oriented approaches. As a result of analyzing the
13 cases, we determined that the following principles should be considered during the reuse process. Firstly,
reuse of abandoned mines should not be compulsory but should be a spontaneous process and especially,
should be carried out by inhabitants. Secondly, education and real experiences in the abandoned mine should
be used to give visitors a feeling of authenticity. Thirdly, creative remodeling methods can be used to enhance
the abandoned mine’s facilities and the site. Finally, historic and new functions should be the focus of the
revitalization.

Because this paper mainly focused on 13 precedents, there are likely more diverse cases. However, the
conclusions of this report have practical value for reuse of abandoned mines and can be used in establishing
methods for reusing Korean abandoned mines as industrial heritage.
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