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{Abstract)

The purpose of this study was to investigate the complementary gender division of
housework in the Yangban ruling class of the Choson period. During the Choson
period, genders were distinctly divided. It was generally regarded that women had to
stay indoors and take care of household matters, while men, on the other hand, did
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not need to be concerned with housework because of the Confucian practice of
“Naeoe”. But homes in traditional society were considered as being at the center of
production, so the study explores if women and men complemented each other through

reviewed literature.

As the results indicate, women and men in the Choson period complemented each
other in some housework, even in the Yangban ruling class who maintained their
authority by following the Confucian practice. From the findings, it can be concluded
that the complementary relations between women and men in the Choson period
should be emphasized as the origin of shared housework.

Key Words : &4 A|th(Choson), %*}(yangban class), -J 2} (gender discrimination),
A& (gender role), 7F = F (household work), 7} (housework)
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