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Family-related Factors Affecting the Second Birth Decision:
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate factors affecting the decisions regarding
second births. Especially, analysis focused on the connections between desire for a second
birth and the family factors such as family values and marital relations because they have
been rarely known until now. Data was from 1,156 married women that had only one
child and had been part of the national data collected by KIHASA in 2003. Major
findings can be summarized as follows. First, it was found that value-related factors
affect the likelihood of a second birth. The degree of parental responsibility is negatively
related with the desire for a second birth. However, the perceived ideal number of
children is positively related to it. Second, it was found that the quality of family
relations influences the decision for the second birth. Particularly, marital satisfaction is
likely to be the most important factor tending to mediate the effects of socio-demographic
factors and value-related factors on the plan for a second birth. These results suggest that
the effects of social norms on the number of children and timing of childbearing which
exist in the family are becoming weaker. Nevertheless, the traditional value of children
such as a preference for a son can still be found.
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Table 1. Selective Characteristics of the Sample

Characteristic N(%)
Age
20-24 50( 4.3)
25-29 278(24.0)
30-34 356(30.8)
35-39 244(21.1)
40-44 228(19.7)
total 1,156(100)
Income
under 990,000 393(34.0)
1,000,000-1,990,000 378(32.7)
2,000,000-2,990,000 196(17.0)
3,000,0000r more 189(16.3)
total 1,156(100)

Education Status

Primary school 23( 2.0

Middle school 91( 7.9)

High school 558(48.4)
College & University 176(15.3)
Graduate school 306(26.5)
total 1,154(100)
Employment

Yes 534(46.2)
No 622(53.8)
total 1,156(100)
Region

Urban area 890(77.0)
Rural area 266(23.0)
total 1,156(100)
Boy at first birth

Yes 661(57.2)
No 495(42.8)
total 1,156(100)
Plan of second births

Yes 463(40.1)
No 693(59.9)
total 1156(100)
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Table 2. Mean ratings of the value-related factors
and satisfaction of family relationships

Area Variable Name Mean(range) S.D.
Value- desire for son 161(13) 0,68
related ideal number of 210 121
factors children
marital satisfaction
Family satisfaction of 3.04(1-5) 1.00
relationships status and roles in  3.36(1-5) 0.76
family

Table 3. Degree of the parental responsibility

Parental responsibility N(%)

Until child’s graduation of high school  121(10.9)

Until child’s graduation of university 469(42.1)
Until child’s getting a job 120(10.8)
Until child’s marriage 303(27.2)
Forever 102( 9.1)
Total 1,115(100)
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Table 4. Correlations between independent variables

EA, 71EA 9] ATFEA FEAe g 7HA
ol A F, AYFEAYF, oFE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
1 100 -190*** 195*** (043 -097** .063*  -055 -035 -009  -193%**  .054
2 -187%** 1,00 006 370%** 006 .174*** 023 -017 -004 228%F%  130%**
3 .196%** 006 1.00  .254*** 051 -058* -020 -.004 021 -205%**  -022
4 046 370%**  254%*+ 1,00 016 .113%**  -006 -014 .041 JA89**x 120%**
5 -099%*  -006 051 .016 1.00 .029 .023 A17xx* -.043 -.009 .029
6 061*  174%%% - 058% 113*** 029 1.00 -004  -082%*  -067* .030 014
7 -054 .023 -.020 -.006 023 -.004 1.00  .188*** -022 .024 -.006
8 -.038 -017 -.004 -014  .117%** _(082** | 188*** 1.00 .081** -027 -044
9 -.009 -.004 021 041 -043  -067*  -.022 081** 1.00 017 -021
10 - 194%**  228%*k  _DQ5*x* 189*** - 009 .030 .024 -.027 .017 1.00 372% k%
11 -053  .139%** Q22 .120%** 029 014 -.006 -.044 -021 372%%* 1.00

1. age 2.education 3.employment 4.income 5.boys at firs birth 6.residence 7.ideal number of children 8. desire for son

9.parental responsibility 10.marital satisfaction 11.satisfaction of status and roles in family

*p<.05 **p<01 ***p< 001
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Table 5. Factors affecting the plan of a second birth

model 1 model 2 model 3 model 4
B S.E. Exp B S.E. Exp B S.E. Exp B SE Exp
(B) (B) (B) (B)
Demographic variables
Age 1.558*** 119 4.749 [ 1.673*** 129 5.328|1.544*** 121 4.683|1.649*** .130 5.201
Education -.168* 075 .845| -.170* .080 .843| -118 .077 .889| -120 .081 .887
Employment 397** 146 1.487| .380* .156 1.462| .298* .152 1.348| .253 .161 1.288
Income -066 .073 936] -.094 .078 .910f -040 075 .961] -.036 .081 .965
Boy at first birth 282* 137 1.326| .384** .147 1.468| .291* .139 1.338( .409** .149 1.506
Region 428* 166 1.534( .374* 179 1.454| .444** 169 1.558| .345 .181 1412
Value-related factors
Desire for son -205 .110 .815 -243% 112 785
Parental responsibility .144* 061 1.155 .149% 061 1.161
Ideal number of children -756%** 124 470 -770%** 125 .463
Family relationships
Marital satisfaction -277%* 094 .758] -.302** 101 .739
Satisfaction of status and -083 .100 .920| -135 .106 .874
Roles
Chi-Square(df) 282.991***(6) 338.440%**(9) 297.914%**(8) 354.614%**(11)
*p<.05 **p<01 ***p<,001
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