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Recent Fertility and its Policy Implications
Kyung-Ae Park

Total fertility rate (TFR) increased from the lowest 1.08 in 2005 to 1.13 in
2006, and a debate is made whether the increase is temporary or continuous
as a result of various pro-natal policies. This study intends to explore policy
implications revealed in recent fertility change using vital statistics. For this
purpose, tempo-adjusted fertility rate by birth order, fertility rate by age of
mother and birth order, age-specific fertility for married, and age-specific
divorce rate for married are analyzed. The increase of TFR and births for
2006 is largely due to increase of first births at early thirties with slowdown
of delayed first marriage and first child birth. The increase of female
population (the third wave effect of baby boom) and first marriages of late
twenties in 2006 and 2007 would lead to increase of fertility during
2007-2008. But further increase is uncertain because of the decrease trend of
marital fertility and increase trend of never-married for twenties. TFRs for
first and second births reduced rapidly, while TFRs for third and above births
showed no changes, and second births were largely affected by tempo
-adjustment of fertility. Thus, constructing social environment for first and
second births is more effective and necessary than encouraging third births. In
addition, social responsibility of child care, child-women health issues due to
delayed births, and the need for multi-cultural family support system are
discussed.

Key Words: total fertility rate, low fertility, fertility, first marriage, female
population, pro-natal policy



