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Complexity of Productive Activities and Life-Satisfaction of
Korea’s Older People

Ju-Hyun Kim

Current discussions on productive aging are going towards the direction to
sustain a social productivity and lessen a social burden, and this becomes
distinct as it gives a strong value to the activity and independence of older
people. This study highlights complex situations of productive activities in the
group of older people by analyzing the survey of <The Living Profile and
Welfare Service Needs of Older Persons in Korea, 2004> Among the
productive activities of older people, two areas of activities - paid labor and
social support - were interpreted differently according to their economic
stability, spontaneity and family relations. This difference becomes more
remarkable in the analysis on life satisfaction of older people. In paid work,
which is the most common productive activity, there was a big difference in
life satisfaction between those who work spontaneously and those who work
inevitably to make a living. And in the comparison of life satisfaction for
those who participate in homemaking and care working according to their
economic situations and family relations, those who were unsatisfied with

family relations showed lower life satisfaction.

Key Words: Complexity, Productive Activities, older people, Life-Satisfaction,
paid labor, homemaking and care working



