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A Study on Interaction between Social Practices
and Identities in Elementary Mathematics Classroom

Jeom Rae Kwon
Korea Institute of Curriculum and Evaluation, 25-1, Samchung-Dong, Jongno-Gu, Seoul, Korea
E-mail: kwonjr@kice.re.kr

The purpose of this study is to understand the learning mathematics in elementary mathematics classroom
by considering mathematics as a kind of social practices and mathematics classroom as a kind of community
of practice. The research questions of this study are as followings: 1) Do the identities which teacher has on
mathematics and teaching mathematics, influence the social practices formed in mathematics classroom, and
the identities which students has on mathematics and learning mathematics? 2) Do the social practices formed
in mathematics classroom, and the identities which students has on mathematics and learning mathematics,
influence the identities which teacher has on mathematics and teaching mathematics?

This study was based on ethnomethodology. It was executed participation observations, interviews and
surveys with teacher and 5 graders to collect the data for the social practices formed their classroom and
their identities, and was analyzed the interaction between the social practices of mathematics classroom and
teacher and students' identities.

We found the scenes that teacher's identities influenced the social practices of mathematics classroom and
students' identities, and also the scenes that the social practices of mathematics classroom and students'
identities influenced teacher's identities. So, we could know that there existed the interaction between the

social practices of mathematics classroom and teacher and students' identities.
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