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HERPES ZOSTER WITH ORAL LESION,;
CASE REPORT AND REVIEW OF CURRENT LITERATURE

Ki-Young Kim, Jong-Sik Kim, Hyung-Wook Kim, Soon-Min Hong, Jun-Woo Park
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Kang Dong Sacred Heart Hospital, Hallym University

Herpes zoster is caused when the varicella zoster virus(VZV) that has remained latent since an earlier varicella infection is reactivated with cuta-
neous and mucous manifestations. They occur in 20% cases in the trigeminal area and typical manifestations are neuralgias simulating dental pain,
also vesicles with an erythematous halo located in the territory of the second and third trigemial branch. They erupt on the skin, the lips, tongue, palate
and cheeks. With an ever-increasing number of elderly and immunocompromised patients attending the dentist, the dental profession can expect to
encounter an increased number of herpes zoster patients. Furthermore, the oral and maxillofacial surgeons must be familiar with the presenting signs
and symptoms of patients experiencing the prodromal manifestations and oral complication of herpes zoster of the trigeminal nerve. As presentation of
our patient with ulcer on hard palate caused by herpes zoster, current treatment of herpes zoster and post-herpetic neuralgia are discussed.
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Fig. 1. Ulcers with pustule were observed on right
palate at the initial visit.

Fig. 3. Histologic Finding of biopsy specimen (x400).
Necrotic debris with multinucleated giant cells
containing intranuclear viral inclusions was obse-
rved.
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Fig. 2. Skin rashs and clusters were observed on right
nasal tip at the initial visit. Skin lesion on nasal tip
means involvement of nasomaxillary nerve branch,
indicating Hutchinson's sign. Because Hutchinson's
sign is strong value of ophthalmic zoster, referral to
ophthamological assessment is needed.
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Fig. 4. Ulcers on palate were disappeared with scar
two weeks later.

Fig. 5. Clusters on right nasal tip were disappeared
with scar two weeks later.
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Fig. 6. Current Management of Herpes Zoster. Ophthamic zoster must be
considered first because it can result in blindness. Relief of acute pain and
reduction of chronic complication including postherpetic neuralgia are main
purposes of treatment.
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