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A study on the Scythian costume

Kim, Moon-Ja
Prof., Dept. of Clothing & Textile, Suwon University

Abstract

The background of Korean Ethnical Costume was originated from those northern mounted
nomadic groups, which was Scythe style Costume Culture.

Through the antique records and paintings of tombs bequests hereby describe the forms
of Scythian Cotume

(1) Headgear : There was Conical Cap(or Pointed Cap), Feathered Cap, and Crown.

(2) Clothes : Both Men and Women wore Jacket as upper garment with leftsided collars,
narrow sleeves to the length of the hip line. As lower garment, they wore the tight
Trousers and Kungo(:EE#%)that was attached with gusset.

(3) Belts and Boots : On the upper garment bound the leather Belts that was hanged a
hook that was shaped of animal form at the end. Scythian Buckles was divided into six
groups, animai-shaped. animal's head shaped, animal fight-shaped. rectangle-shaped.
rectangle openwork-shaped, genre scene shaped Buckle. To the Boots, they wore leather
boots.

(4) Ornaments : Ornaments divided into DOress Trimming(:Gold plaques), Earrings,
Necklaces(;Torques), Bracelets, Rings.

Scythian Gold Plaques were divided into several types according to the shape, animal
style(curved beast shape, profile shape, head reversed over its back shape), round shape,
quadrilateral form, star shape, flower shape, crescent shape, bundle shape, human
appearance. Earrings consisted of a plain ring and pendant ring was a middle ornament
hung from it to a pendants which hung was made of heart shaped leaves of the tree,
beads-linked. Scythian Torques were divided into several types according to the shape,
Torque with Terminal style, Spiral style, Layers style, Crescent—shaped pectoral style, Crown
style. Scythian Bracelet were divided into 4 styles according to the shape, Bracelets with
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ends shaped like beasts style, Spiral style, Layers style, Crown with openwork style. Rings
were rhomb~-shaped and animal shaped styleRings

(5) Animal motifs used in Scythian ornaments appears that in some cases the work was
intended to be purely ornamental, while many times the motifs had symbolic meaning
(such as the successful dominance of the aggressor over the victim portrayed in the attack
scenes). Magical use of symbols may have been inten—-ded to guarantee the power of the
aggressor.

Key Words : Conical Hat(H&2), Buckles(UlH), Gold Plaques(2EEAIE), Bracelet(ZH},
Animal Motif(S22)
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1. Conical Hat(;H&2)
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