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Abstract ‘

An Study on Cognition and Investigation of
Silla Tumuli in the Japanese Imperialistic Rule

Cha, Soon Chul

Japanese government college researchers, including Sekino Tadashi(BEf &),
have conducted research studies and ollected data, on overall Korean cultural
relics as well as Silla tumuli @ 5H5) in the early modern times under the
Japanese imperialistic rule. They were supported by the Meichi government in
the early stage of research, by the Chosun government—general, and by their
related organizations after Korea was colonialized to carry out investigations
on Korean antiquities, fine arts, architecture, anthropology, folklore, and so
on, The objective for which they prosecuted inguiries into Korean cultural
relics, including Silla tumuli, may be attributed to the purport to find out such
data as needed for the theoretical foundation to justify their colonialization of
Korea, Such a reason often showed locally biased or distorted views,

Investigations and surveys had been incessantly carried out by those
Japanese scholars who took a keen interest in Korean tumuli and excavated
relics since 1886, Korea Architecture Survey Reports conducted in 1904 by
Sekino in Korea gives a brief introduction of the contents of Korean tumuli,
including the Five Royal Mausoleums(fif%). And in 1906 Imanishi Ryu(5vEE)
launched for the first time an excavation survey on Buksan TumulusGbil&iE)
in Sogeumgangsan(Ch4MIl) and on ‘Namchong(##%)’ in Hwangnam-dong,
which greatly contributed to the foundation of a basic understanding of Wooden

chamber tombs with stone mound F&f KEE) and stone chambers with tunnel
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entrance( R A% ). The ground plan and cross section of stone chambers
made in 1909 at his excavation survey of seokchimchong(GHiI%) by Yazui
Seiyichi(8H#:5—) who majored in architecture made a drawing in excavation
surveys for the first time in Korea, in which numerical expressions are sharply
distinguished from the previous sketched ones, And even in the following
excavation surveys this kind of drawing continued,

Imanishi and Yazui elucidated that wooden chambers with stone mound
chronologically differs from the stone chambers with tunnel entrance on the
basis of the results of surveys of the locational characteristics of Silla tumuli,
the forms and size of tomb entrance, excavated relics, and so forth.,

The government—general put in force ‘the Historic Spots and Relics
Preservation Rules and ‘the Historic Spots Survey Council Regulations in
1916, establishing Historic Spots Survey Council and Museum Conference,
When museums initiated their activities, they exhibited those relics excavated
from tumuli and conducted surveys of relics with the permission of the Chosun
government—general, A gold crown tomb (&%) was excavated and surveyed in
1921 and a seobong tomb@aEEK) in 1927. Concomitantly with this large size
wooden chamber tombs with stone mound attracted strong public attention,
Furthermore, a variety of surveys of spots throughout the country were carried
out but publication of tumuli had not yet been realized. Recently some
researchers's endeavors led to publish unpublished reports. However, the reason
why reports of such significant tumuli as seobong tomb had not yet been
published may be ascribed to the critical point in those days. The Gyeongju
Tumuli Distribution Chart made by Nomori Ken®~F{#) on the basis of the land
register in the late 1920s seems of much significance in that it specifies the size
and locations of 155 tumuli and shows the overall shape of tumuli groups
within the city, as used in today's distribution chart. In the 1930s Arimitsu
Kyoichi(¥%t—) and Saito Tadashi(Z5# ) identified through excavation
surveys of many wooden chamber tombs with stone mound and stone chambers
with tunnel entrance, that there were several forms of tombs in a tomb system,
In particular, his excavation survey experience of those wooden chamber tombs

with stone mound which were exposed in complicated and overlapped forms
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shows features more developed than that of preceding excavation surveys and
reports publication, and o on,

The result of having reviewed the contents of excavation surveys of Silla
tumuli excavated in modern times under the Japanese imperialistic rule
awakens us to the need of reexamining the contents of many historic spots
surveyed at that time. Therefore this reexamination is considered to be a

significant project in arranging the history of archaeclogy in Korea.

KeyWords : Japanese imperialistic rule(B®5@ S8), Silla tumuliGriEdE),
excavation survey(EERE), Chosun government-general@BEHEENT).
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