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Abstract ‘

An Examination on Dongbeomwas of Convex Roofing Tiles

Lee Seonhui

Wolseong in Gyeongjuis a historic fortress site of Silla constructed under the
reign of Pasanisageum that played politically and militarily important roles.
The moat surrounding Wolseong had a function of protecting the fortress in
wartimes but became a part of gardening in the unified Silla era,

Lots of relics have been excavated from Wolseong moat since 1985. Among
them a great number and kinds of convex roofing tiles are regarded as
invaluable sources to show different aspects of Silla, from its earlier time
through to the unified and on,

Roofing tiles were widely used for national buildings such as royal palaces,
temples and fortresses and even for other popular architecture and have been
dug out a lot more than any other relics, Research on them, however, has been
done poorly. Vigorous study is in progress with increasing number of roofing
tiles coming from many recent excavations, though it has been limited to the
studies on general genealogy of patterns and manufacture processes,

Thus this essay seeks to find which are dongbeomwas, roofing tiles of a same
mold, out of convex tiles with the pattern of a unilobed lotus flower dug out of
Wolseong moat. It also attempts to identify dongbeomwas by examining detail
characteristics of roofing tiles which have been confusingly termed as yusawa,
similar roofing tiles, or donghyeongwa, roofing tiles of the same shape. The
significance of identifying dongbeomwas could be emphasized by various facts

resulting from researches on dongbeomwas;, the ways to identify them
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correctly, their time sequence and their excavated sites,

In conclusion, dongbeomwas were identified out of many kinds of convex
tiles. If they were excavated from the same site, they share some common
features, The sites where they were dug out also tell what changes were made
with passage of time and what relations they had with neighboring Anapii.

Since roofing tile molds haven't been found yet, the only way to identify
dongbeomwas is to examine details of roofing tiles, Dongbeomwas excavated in
Wolseong moat help to discuss the time of each district of it, Meanwhile it
should be noted that the term ‘dongbeomwa be used only after exact

examining.

Keyword @ Wolseong moat, single petal of a iotus, roofing tile mold,
dongbeomwa pond moat, masonry moat, Anapji.
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