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Abstract ‘

Recent shell midden studies in Korea

An Deog-im
(Department of Conservation for Cultural Property, Hanseo University)

This study reviews recent shell midden studies in Korea. With more interest
in biological materials, recent shell midden studies have attempted to
reconstruct palaecenvironment, and understand subsistence economy, the
formation processes and function of sites and past culture, Especially, one of
the major topics in prehistoric Korean shell midden studies is the transitional
process from hunter—gatherer to farmer. To solve these questions related with
shell middens, new sampling strategies and excavation technigques have been
adopted. Analytical methods combined with scientifical technologies also have
been introduced to shell midden studies, These methods include stable isotope
analyses(Oxygen isotope and Carbon and Nitrogen isotope analyses) and

growth—line analysis, etc.

Keywords @ Shell midden studies, Palacoenvironment, Subsistence economy,
Site formation processes, Past culture
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