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Abstract ‘

A Comparison of Wooden Coffins from Burial Mounds of
Korea and Japan

Kang, Dong Seok

Although in Korea there are only three examples of wooden coffing being
found in burial mounds — from the Daho—ri, Songhyun—dong, and Munyung
tombs in Japan data on the shape and structure of wooden coffing from the
Gofun era is relatively abundant,

The wooden coffing of the Gofun era of Japan can be classified into either
the dugout log style or the combined boards style according to their method of
manufacture, They can also be divided by shape, into such categories as the
boat shape, the split bamboo shape, the box shape, and so on. The box shape
category can be further divided into the assembled type and the nailed type,
according to how the boards are put together. Japanese Umbrella Pine
(Sciadopitys verticillata) was favored as coffin—wood in all ages, but during the
later Gofun era easily obtained woods such as the Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria
japonica) or the Hinoki Falsecypress (Chamaecyparis obtusa) were also used.

The coffins found at Daho—-ri and Songhyun—dong are similar to the
Japanese dugout log style in shape and manufacture, while the king's and
gqueen's coffins excavated at Munyung Tomb are seen to have had direct
influence on the appearance of nailed coffing in Japan,

The coffin in Songhyun—dong 7th mound was originally a dugout log boat, Tt
was probably used for practical reasons such as the bugproof, anti—corrosion

qualities of camphor wood, not because of ideological reasons such as in a boat
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burial (in which the boat takes the deceased to the afterworld). Because the
Changnyong region is inland, where camphor trees do not grow, using an
already existing boat may have been the only way to procure a camphor—wood
coffin, From historical circumstances, it may be inferred that the camphor
trees were imported into Korea from Japan, between which there was much

cultural exchange,

Keywords : mound (fomb), wooden coffin, camphor tree, Japanese Umbrella

Pine (Sciadopitys verticillaia), ship
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