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Relation between Abuse History and Psychopathology
in Runaway Sheltered Adolescents

Young-Sook Kwack, M.D."” and Hae-Sook Lee, M.D.?
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Objectives : This study examined psychopathology, abuse history and the relation of them in sheltered runaway
adolescents. The purpose is to investigate characteristics of adolescents who are in shelters according to abuse type and
then to offer basic data which are needed in establishing comprehensive protection policy for runaway adolescents.

Methods : One hundred twenty eighty adolescents who stay in the runaway shelters were asked to complete self-report
questionnaires including basic sociodemographic data, Korean Youth Self Report(K-YSR), Minnestota Multiphasic
Personality Inventory (MMPI), and Symptom Checklist-90-Revised (SCL-90-R) and then examined the correlation of
psychopathology and abuse in runaway adolescents.

Results : In abused runaway adolescents, social performance scale of K-YSR was higher than school performance
scale, and among scales of behavioral problem syndrome delinquent scale was highest. Scales of behavioral problem
syndrome showed relatively significant correlation with abuse history. In MMPI scale of psychopathic deviate scale was
highest, social introversion showed significant correlation with emotional abuse, and psychopathic deviate and hy-
pomania showed significant correlation with physical abuse, neglect and sexual abuse. In SCL-90-R somatization scale
was highest. Scales of somatization, hostility, and paranoid ideation scale were significantly high in adolescents with
emotional abuse and neglect history, and scores of anxiety and depression scale were significantly high in sexually
abused adolescents.

Conclusion : Runaway adolescents who had abuse experience showed significantly higher level of psychopathology
than general adolescents and there were various interrelations between them according to the presence and the type of
abuse. More precise psychiatric evaluation and detailed treatment intervention for runaway adolescents are needed.
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Table 3. Relations of MMPI scales and abuse type

Emotional abuse Neglect Sexudl abuse

Physical abuse

t

=38)

No(N

A}
7

54

=
0y

t

=46) No(N=51)

i Yes(N

=15

No(N

78)

(M=£SD)
58.30:14.76 60.80+15.05

5447+ 972 51.73£10.16

Yes(N

(M=SD)

(M+SD)
64671546 560311433 ~2.765%

(M=SD)
59.12+£14.95 = 57.63+14.07 —0.485

(M=£SD)

(M=SD)

0597 58.28+1535 5894+14.80 0215
—-0.993 543041011 5370+ 9.60 —0.299

—0.477 56.58+13.61

-1.508

(M£SD)

(M=£SD)

Hypochondriasis

~2.563*

~1.74

0.455

0.43

5340+ 952 54.36+£10.56
71071565 653111695 -1.679

58.03+13.26 59.23+13.06

Depression

577611004 52.43% 9.66

61.471£10.43 56.70+13.99

1.252

59.90+12.45
73781695 6490+1518 —2.7211

-1.442 5047+ 9.12 51.23+11.28

68.88+12.99 57.13=13.24

Hysteria

64261423 -4.5447

78.82+16.61

703411692 63.33+£13.93
51.58+10.07 47.46+10.52
57.32+11.83 55.60%:14.72

48.80+:14.57 43.13:18.04

Psychopathic deviate .

0.741*

62.26+11.70 53.85+11.60 —3.402"
50.55+15.42 46.28+14.79 ~1.342

-0.754  49.70+ 9.39 51.32£10.76

516241054 49.94+10.52
567.75+x11.00 54.76+13.80 -—1.156
499011472 44.26+1594

0.361

Masculinity/feminnity

~0.495 5897+10.78 54.82+13.42 -1.669

Paranoia

-1.749

-1.328 50.58+1327 4511+16.16 —1.809

Psychasthenia

652011422 50.14+12.94 -1.782

53.14+£12.66 49.47+£15630 —1.256

—1.228 5421+£1075 49.56+15.42 -1.703
-1.103 59.08+13.85 53.17+12.88 -2.177*

52.61+13.37 47.86%:15.44

56.64+13.94 52.40+11.75

Schizophrenia

63.02414.33 52071152 ~4.108"

57.98+14.28 52.13+11.50 —2.090*
4742+ 9.97 4455+ 9.00

Hypomania

4609+ 9.69 —1.054

48.29+10.11

-1.415

-0.684 49.82+ 9.99 43.62% 843 -3.3127

46.69:+10.17 44.80% 7.49

Social introversion

¥ p<05, Tt p<0l
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Table 4. Relations of MMPI scales and abuse frequence

Scale

Hypochondriasis F Depression F Hystera F Psyggaz*o;mc F Ml?:fnt:rl:rqulfy F
Emotional abuse
OIN=12) 61.50:+15.87 5241+11.18 60.9111.04 67.58+10.91 53.08+16.45
1-5(N=18) 59.55+£14.60 5544+ 9.72 62.50+15.75 61.94+17.36 52.72+10.05
6—10(N=8) 53.87+£13.01 32 5400+ 450 37 57.50+1022 .84 7237*1454 227 471211035 .68
1N -20(N=17) 58.64::16.78 52,05+10.53 55.94+11.42 63.05+£16.02 4900+ 7.29
Above 20(N=42)  58.30:£14.97 54,59+10.10 56.92+13.44 7445+16.73 - 5092+ 9.28
Physical abuse
O(N=15) 60.80£15.056 - 51.73%10.15 57.13+13.24 63.33+13.93 47.46+10.52
1-5(N=16) 54.93+10.94 53.68+ 9.47 55.93+12.00 63.43+11.08 b 5450+ 839 )
6—10(N=19) 57.21£14.19 52 5405+ 882 .81 61.21+11.96 41 67.05+13.72 2.58*0 5342+1203 1.45
11-20(N=26) 609221663 56,69+ 9.12 50.41£15.61 71.96+17.83 ab 49,03+ 8.02
Above 20(N=17)  58.70+15.91 52.29+11.81 58.41 +156.61 78.05+20.64 a  50.70+11.40
Neglect
0N=16) 56.87+15.21 51.87£11.89 56.37 £13.60 60.68+15.94 b 50.50+11.37
1=5(N=11) 58.18:£16.76 52,72+ 825 63.09+156.33 63.63+14.65 b 51.63+11.87
6—10(N=7) 6171+ 9.82 24 63.00+ 828 1.78 6200%10.39 .59 70.57+1423 3.11*> 5171+ 590 .04
11-20(N=19) 60.47 +15.80 5289+ 8.86 58.05+10.28 78.21£15.90 a  50.36+13.82
Above 20(N=39)  57.74+14.19 53.69+ 9.79 57.74+14.11 68.43+15.87 ab 51,05+ 8.93
Sexual abuse )
O(N=64) 56.03+14.33 b 5243+ 9.66 56.70+13.99 64.26+14.23 b 51.32+10.76
1(N=6) 70.83+ 844 447'c 5916+ 440 3.32 41.33+ 7.08 150 73.33+1552 10.807Tcb 50.83+ 479 31
Above 1(N=28) 63.35+£16.39 ab 57.46+10.91 61.50+11.12 80.00+16.87 o 49.46%x10.16

Scale
Parancia F Psychasthenia F  Schizophrenia F Hypomqnio F Social F
infroversion

Emotional abuse
0(N=12) 57.68+17.48 45.16+18.78 51.33::14.43 53.58+12.20 4458+ 8.05 ab
1-5(N=18) 51.056+10.96 439411649 48.83+16.49 5222:+15.40 4205+ 7.68 o
6—10(N=8) 58.12+1413 133 48.12+17.48 .71 5262+18.46 94 5462+ 831 1.05 42.62+10.92 3.83*
N -20(N=17) 56.47 £11.67 46.70+13.19 48.11£13.37 54.58+11.97 4464+ 8.06 ab
Above 20(N=42) 58.90+10.90 50.38£13.64 54.47+10.78 50.09+14.44 50.59+10.00 @
Physical abuse
O(N=15) 55.60+14.72 43,13+18.04 47.86+15.44 5240+11.75 b 4480+ 7.49
1-5(N=16) 54,18+12.31 46,62+15.81 51.256+15.79 51.00+11.51 b 46001003
6—10(IN=19) 52.89+11.45 1.68 4505+£1620 129 47.05+1435 201 5221+ 976 3.10* 4257+ 931 1.55
11-20(N=26) 60.46+£10.23 52.88+12.16 57.23+11.39 58.53+14.12 ab 4934+ 8.9
Above 20(N=17)  61.41£12.69 48.82:+14.57 53.05+10.09 64.00+16.56 a 47881231
Neglect
O(N=16) 53.18£16.54 43.31£17.34 be 47.43+15.30 b 4931+11.20 4531+ 9.49
1-5(N=11) 50.72+ 8.95 38.00+15.34 ¢ 44.27£16.06 b 52,00+10.21 41.63+1053
6—10(N=7) 6257+11.14 153 8871% 9.14 3.10% 6400+ 9.30 3.17*@ 57.57+£14.16 1.60 47.85+ 7.03 1.01
11-20(N=19) 58.15+£11.26 4557 £14.59 be 49.94+12.94 b 5926+ 9.74 4568+ 9.54
Above 20(N=39) §7.64+11.27 51.00+14.24 ab 540241215 ab 5697 +15.82 47.89+ 984
Sexual abuse
0(N=64) 53.85+11.60 4628+14.79 50141294 CB07+M52 b 4609 9.49
1(N=6) 6250+ 650 572 5466+12.75 116 56831175 1.62 6066+ 9.33 85070 4516+ 8.25 1.65
Above 1(N=28)  6221+12.63 49,67 +16.00 54,85+14.86 63.53+£15.28 a 489611047

* 1 pK05, T 1 p<0l
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Table 5. Relations of SCL-90-R scales and abuse type

Sexual abuse

35

Neglect
59)

Emotional abuse

Physical abuse

Yes(N

No(N=74) 1

t Yes(N

No(N=44)

{
Al

t Yes(N

54)  No(N=55)
(M=5D)

(M=3D)

t Yes{N

15

(M=5D)
54.08+1305 55201205 0308 57.441+13.85 50.90+11.10 27207

No(N=

90)

+SD)

M=3D)
565711386 49.95+ 9.94 26917 57.05+12.63 52.48+12.52

50.38+1290 45.18+11.32 2.133*

(M£8D)

1.774
1.872
1.186

56,48+1400 48.81+12.64 28577

Somatization

47.17£12.35

50.42+1258 47.33+12.75

51.91£12.31

52.74+12.02 44.76+11.75 3.5027
1252 534411359 43.49+1007 43497 5049+1451 4447+ 957 2.386*

51.184:13.02 53.06+£1565 0502 54.12:+13.78 48.27+1240 2.332*
51.56+12.85 52061627 0.134 54.92+13.59 48.61+1250 2.522*

49.35+12.71 46.33+11.78 086
49.00+13.33 44.46+10.49

Obsessive-Compulsive

Interpersonal sensitivity

51.89+14.21 49.25%12.62 098]
53.16:14.94 49.04+11.44

56.9861+13.84 48.65+13.41

Depression
Anxiety
Hostility

56.42+12.82 49.22+1284 27347

52

1.

1.546

1.38

5651+13.30 5217+13.85

3.0597
1.337

58.92+13.10 48.69+1299 4.0957

53.34+1497 52.73+18.14 0142 573711707 49.290+1255 28187

53.82+14.00 53.00%+14.33 0.21

55691+£1590 51.60%14.88

54.66:£17.68 50.52+12.04

Phobic anxiety

1.769
1.947
2720t

56.82+£156.73 50.56+13.88
56.02+11.79 5087+13.18
60.62+1840 51.98+1507 2.599"

527811499 50.40+1343 0579 56.85+1560 48.20+1279 3.1687 5549+16.44 47.59+11.72 27121

563.03+13.26 50.66+12.18 0.646 56.35£14.13 49.03+10.95 3.0157

Paranid ideation

1.651

1.869

5429+14.41 49.97+11.04

54.28+15.51

Psychaoticism

575741422 49.71+14.01

48.81+13.51

52.72+14.53 50.53+15.29 0536 56.66+£1423 48.09+13.79 3.1947

Global severity index

1.999*

1.818

551541697 5226£13.23 0627 61.20+1640 48.60+14.52 42497 57.33+16.70 50.70%+16.59

49.05+13.25 47.46+1284 0432 521111173 4532+13.72 27727

Positive symptom total

1.957

52.056+12.24 46.89+13.14

50.10+12.85 45.38+13.24

Positive symptom distress index

*:p<05 T p<Ool
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