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A Study of Digitalization Performance of Sinological Resource in Korea
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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the procedures and contents of digitalization of sinological resources owned by major
sinological resource institutes in Korea. It investigated the united organizations that use such sinological resources.
It also assessed governmental policies and future plans for digitalization of sinological resources. Finally, it
proposed steps and conditions necessary for successful digitalization of sinological resources. (1) The level of
digitalization of library management, searching, and usage system of national library, university library, and
research library that has been applied since 1980s has already been highly advanced. The amount of sinological
resources collected is significant and its substance value is very high. The digitalized resources are already
distributed on internet partially. However, the level of digitalization of sinological resources still lacks some
aspects and requires further effort. (2) The data base for digitalized sinological resources already available can
be grouped into bibliographic information, contents and annotation, and full text, and it includes both domestic
and foreign résources. The quantities of resources are as described in the body. (3) The types of digital sinological
resources include antient books, archives, micro, and book blocks. (4) The encoding DB methods of digital sinological
resources include text, image, PDF. and etc. (5) The united organizations of sinological resources enable us
to avoid duplicated investigation and enhance service efficiency. Here are some factors to consider in order to
accomplish ideal digitalization of sinological resources. (1) First of all, it is necessary to organize a control center
for digitalization procedures of old materials, and allow it a certain degree of authority to develop and proceed
a comprehensive plan. (2) Both short- and long-term plans need to be developed in order to analyze various aspects
of digitalization process, and their steps need to be taken gradually. (3) It is necessary to train experts for old
materials and let them construct and manage DB.
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