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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to formulate a concept of naturalism in fashion and verify the
design characteristics found in such designs via reviewing the concept of naturalism and its
influence on dress making in different periods in history.

The references from various academic fields including philosophy, literature and fine arts were
used to examine how the naturalism was formulated over the years. This study was then to
identify the naturalistic influences by closely examining various Western dress codes found in
literature, publications and actual samples.

The results of this study shows that the close examination of naturalism in fashion with the
changes of times displayed the complex evolution process over the years, and they were classified
by four distinctive categories; Retro, Ecology, Primitive and Ethnic.

Naturalism in the contemporary fashion design showed higher frequency of adopting ecological
and retro styles, especially retro style adoption being on the rise, combining wide range of partial
components of each style. The color usage showed the skewed concentration on YellowRed, Red
and Yellow colors with pale, light grayish and grayish tones.
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