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Elementary School Teachers' Perceptions on the Use of Educational

Programs in Science Museums

Choi, Kyunghee - Chang, Hyunsook - Lee, Hyunju

(Ewha Womans University)

ABSTRACT

This study examined the elementary school teachers' present utilization of science museums in teaching-
learning and their perceptions of the educational programs in science museums. The results indicate that teachers
have not utilized science museums as intimately as possible with formal instruction, therefore, the students'
experiences of science museums are usually limited. The main reasons for lower than optimum usage of science
museums in their teaching and learning is not because of its insignificant educational effects, but because of the
lack of external and administrative support mechanisms. The elementary school teachers prefer to commit to
programs in science museums such as science camps or experiment activities, and those exhibitions which have
some kind of clear and discernable relation to the school curriculum. The results also indicate that most teachers
want to participate in the various activities of science museums, such as developing and managing the programs

or pre- and post activities for museum field trips, participating in the teachers' community in science museums,

and so on.
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school teachers
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