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<ABSTRACT>

Management Factors Associated with Health and
Safety Education in Korean Manufacturing
Companies

Myung Sun Lee”™ - Kyoung-Ok Park™ - Gwan Hyung Lee™™

* Department of Heakh FEducation in Fwha Womans University,
** Korean Occupational Safety and Health Association

Objectives: Safety is a primary health promotion issue in worksite becanse injury induces multi-fold
loss of the human and economic resources to profit organization. The purposes of this study were to
desoribe worksite health and safety education and management status in Korean manufacturing companies.

Methoeds: The original population size of Korean manufacturing ndustry in 2004 was 74,398 and
2,960 factories were selected by the multiple stratified sampling method for this study. The health and
safety manager or representatives of the selected 2,960 companies successfully finished in the face-to-face
interview smvey about company's general characteristics, health and safety management stvle, health and
safety education hours conducted by the Korean Occupational Safety and Health Agency.

Results: The manufacturing companies i Seoul and Kywunggl areas, small size, and clothes and press
industries were related to low health and safety management and education status. The companies which
assigned at least one safety manager were 70.5% and which had a health and safety room within the
company were only 9.3%. The companies which took the health and safety education for their regular
blue-collar emplovees more than the legal education hours were wunder 56.1% and the percentage of the
companies which took their health and safety education for newoomers less than the legal limits was lower
than any other types of health and safety education in workplace. The significant strong workplace health
and safety management variables in predicting emplovee health and safety education were psycho-social
variables such as the company own health and safety regalation and the workplace health and safety
management committee organization. rather than physical variables such as health manager employment,
safety manager emplovment.

Conclusions: Systematic and legal approaches are effective to encourage workplace health and safety
education, specifically, through sustaining health and safety managers and building the company-wide health
and safety management system. Furthermore, theses approaches should primarily focus on the small
companies of which sizes were under 50.
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