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ABSTRACT

Perceived meaning of color uniquely forms and is being highlighted as an element of creative
design in the modern design industry as well as traditional culture. It is necessary to compare
the perceived meanings of color and clothing color of Korea and Japan in order to find out the
mode! of Korea's original color. The purpose of this study is to draw the results of examining
the perceived meanings of color revealed in the culture, arts and clothing color of the both
countries and comparing them depending on contemporary times. The scope of study is limited
from the ancient times to modern times (about BC.1C-early20C). In the methodologies, the
literature and the empirical study focus on both counturies' literature, including art history,
ethnology, and the history of clothing; and their paintings and relics, which are all related to
clothes. The perceived meaning of color of Korea was prominent with the beauty of nature and
gorgeousness throughout the history. The colors were mostly white colors, light colors, and single
colors such as obangsaek, which are high pure degree colors by which color is changed depending
on darkness and lightness, while that of Japan featured clothing colors combining various colors
and middle colors.

Key words: traditional perceived meaning of color(%5- 4§} &), clothing color(¥4), Korea(¥=),
Japan(¥ ) :
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