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Il Abstract

A Study of Contemporary Korean Painting’s Expressions through the
Reinterpretation of Folk Painting

Oh, Se Kwon

Reinterpretation of the visual characteristics of Korean folk painting in
contemporary Korean painting is to seek directions of today’s Korean painting. When
examining expressions of contemporary painting we see that there is a reappearance
of iconic images, a reinterpretation of both flatness and multi-perspectives, and an
objectifying of pastiche folk icons with an experimental spirit. All of these techniques
suggest methods of contemporary Korean painting through ‘folk painting’.

Although folk painting has been adopted in contemporary Korean painting for a
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long time, interest increased in the 1980s. With the prevailance of both national
characteristic expressive techniques of realism and color painting, artists reinterpreted
folk painting in their work, borrowing the traditional five colors, common contents,
and iconic images. Particularly, an interest in ‘Korean Beauty’ drew people’s interest
back to folk painting which provided the significant ‘Korean Beauty’ of traditional
expressive techniques.

This study is to examine the characteristics of selected group of works that created
a new expressive technique in today’s Korean painting by either the reappearance or
the reinterpreting of iconic images of the Chosun Dynasty’s folk painting,

To achieve these goals, the artists, who modify or reinterpret folk painting’s visual
characteristics with a contemporary sense, are divided into three categories in this
study; ‘The Readoption of the Folk Image’, ‘The Reinterpretation of Folk
Characteristics’, and ‘Experimental Expressions’. As a result, it proves that folk
painting is both a classical expression and national expression which was not only
favored in the Chosun period, but also can be reinterpreted through today’s visual
methodology.

Key Words : folk painting, contemporary Korean painting, Korean beauty,
reinterpretation, icons



