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Experience-Based Learning in Classroom of the Small Scale
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to enhance elementary students’ awareness of environment-
friendly life and help them to prepare for a better life in the future. To achieve this purpose
we examined the effect typical environmental experience-based learning activities, which were
based on the local circumstances with high environmental-educational potential, have on the
attitudes toward environment-friendly life. This study was carried out on the basis of typical
environmental experience-based learning in the small class size.

The research group used was composed of one sixth grade elementary school class called
Sangroksu, whose total students were 9. The research period lasted from March 2005 to
February 2006.

To analyze the result of this study, two research methods were applied simultaneously :
quantitative research methods and qualitative research methods. Especially statistical analysis
in quantitative research methods by self-administrated questionnaire was done with SAS pro-
gram. Qualitative research methods were analyzed in a cyclic pattern, including the processes
of domain analysis, classification analysis, and factor analysis which continued to be associated
with data-collecting methods.
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This research shows the following results.

g F¥se 1 s A 41

First of all, students have shown meaningful differences after typical environmental experience-
based learning activities.(p<.05). Followings are fields of the differences - students’ interest on the

subject, their understanding levels of necessity for basic environmental facilities around us as well

as for the kinds of environmental experience-based learning, awareness levels of various environmental

problems, consciousness on environment conservation, and the practicing ability of environment -

friendly lifestyles.

Secondly, We have discovered improvements in the following fields after this study - the know-

ledge and understanding levels on our environment and human relationships, students’ fundamental

abilities to work out environmental problems, right ideas and appropriate attitudes on environment

protection, the practicing ability of environment-friendly life styles, and their parents’ understanding

fevels on the education related to environment.

In conclusion, typical environmental experience-based learning activities have a positive effect on

the improvement of elementary school students’ environment -friendly life styles.
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