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Spatial Characteristics of Cultural Economy Emergence and Diffusion:
Creative Retail Shops in Bukchon

Kyung Ok Lee* - Keumsook Lee**

Abstract : This study attempts to investigate the spatial characteristics of cultural economies of
Bukchon in Seoul, where abundant cultural assets exist. This area has been the administrative-
political core locale since 14C, therefore, a lot of traditional- and contemporary-cultural facilities are
remains, This area possessed unique place characteristics by coexisting traditional and modern
cultures, and thus attracted to culture demanders. Recently many economic activities have increased
in this area, and most of them are related with the cultural elements of the region, In particular
creative retail shops, which produce goods by flexible-specialized production system, have been
agglomerated in this area, The goods are designed, produced, and sold at the shop place. Most of
them are uniquely designed hand made products, and produced a few amount. The economic
value of these products related with the cultural environment of Bukchon. These creative shops
emerged at the front of Samcheongdong street in the beginning, and then have diffused into the
inside of Samcheongdong street and Hwagae street. The shops have very unique exteriors related
with traditional houses in this area, and located on roadsides where are not many passerby. Most
owners of the retail stores are highly educated and studied design, and produce goods by
themselves at the shops. The reason that they opened their shops in Bukchon is directly related
with the unique cultural environment of this area. They hope that more unique and artistic stores
join this area so that developed this area as culture and fashion combined area.

Keywords : culture, Bukchon, cultural economy, creative retail shops, spatial characteristics flexible
production system
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