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Abstract

This study is to be focused on the sportswear combining common wear with the design elements of
activewear. The objectives of this study are four designers in compliance with the book of Ann Marie
Fiore and Patricia Anne Kimle; Calvin Klein, Donna Karan, Ralph Lauren and Anna Sui and the times to
be studied are limited to the early 21st Century from 2001 to 2005. Main results are as follow. This
research divides sportswear into four groups; “Function oriented style”, “Sensible style”, “Retro American
sports style”, and “Street sports style”. Comparison of four designers' sportswear shows that Calvin Klein
is function oriented, Donna Karan is function oriented and sensitivity driven, whereas Ralph Lauren focuses
on retro American sports style along with function oriented characteristics. Anna Sui places emphasis on
youth oriented street sports style. In terms of color, Calvin Klein and Donna Karan use White & Black and
natural tone while Ralph Lauren uses pastel tone, and Anna Sui uses mostly vivid colors. In terms of
material, Calvin Klein and Donna Karan use mostly elastic and synthetic materials whereas Ralph Lauren
and Anna Sui use natural materials.
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