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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationships of mothers exhibiting
maternal overprotective behavior and their children’s aggression, withdrawal and perceived
competence. For data collecting, 339 children attending the fifth/sixth grade of elementary
school in Kwangju were involved. The major findings were as follows: First, maternal
overprotective behavior related to school learning showed a significant difference due to
the children’s sex. Furthermore, maternal overprotective behavior related to daily life and
school learning showed a significant difference due to the children’s grade. Second,
maternal overprotective behavior related to daily life showed a significant difference due
to the mother’s education level. Finally, the result of multiple regression analysis on the
effects of the mother’s overprotective behavior to the children’s aggression, withdrawal,
and perceived competence indicated that maternal overprotective behavior related to daily
life and school learning was the significant contributing factor. All in all, the variables
accounted for 11% of the children’s aggression, 11% of the children’s withdrawal, and

6% of the children’s perceived competence.
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Table 1. General characteristics of respondents
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Variables Division N(%)
Sex of child male 173(51.0)
female 166(49.0)
Grade of child 5 grade of elementary school 167(49.3)
6 grade of elementary school 172(50.7)
under 37 years 94(30.0)
Age of mother 38~40 years 127(40.6)
over 41 years 92(29.4)
under high school 140(44.9)
Education of mother university 132(42.3)
graduate school 40(12.8)
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Table 2. Difference in the sex and the grade of children on maternal overprotective behavior

Maternal overprotective behavior

Maternal overprotective

Sex of child . . .
related to daily life M(SD) behavior related to learning M(SD)
Male 13.79 4.39) 1491 4.83)
Female 12.83 (4.80) 13.69 (4.98)
t 1.91 227
Maternal overprotective behavior Maternal overprotective
Grade of child related to daily life behavior related to learning
M(SD) M(SD)
5 grade 13.88 (5.26) 14.86 (5.61)
6 grade 12.77 (3.80) 13.78 4.1
t 222" 2.01"

*p<.05
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Table 3. Difference in the age and the education of mothers on maternal overprotective behavior

Maternal overprotective behavior
related to daily life M(SD)

Mother’s age

Maternal overprotective
behavior related to learning M(SD)

under 37years 13.10 4.42) 13.83 (4.64)

38-40years 13.52 . (4.85) 14.13 (.11

over 4lyears 12.96 4.64) 14.65 (5.08)
F : 42 63

Matemal overprotective behavior
related to daily life M(SD)

Mother’s education

Maternal overprotective
behavior related to learning M(SD)

Under high school 14.14 “.82) A 14.39 .11)

University 12.75 (4.43) AB 14.37 4.63)

Graduate school 11.80 4.28) B 13.55 (5.32)
F 539" 49

**p<,01
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Table 4. Correlations of the variables
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i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1. sex of child
2. grade of child -05
3. mother’s age -03 .04
4. mother’s education -.03 -.08 .06
5. maternal overprotective behavior -10 -12 -08 -19™

related to daily life
6. maternal overprotective behavior 127 - 00 -03 64"

related to leaming
7. aggression -07 a1 -01 -13" 287 34
8. withdrawal .03 130 .05 -05 287 2™ 3™
9. perceived competence -06 14" 15" 06 -.10 12 -07 -4

*p<.05, *¥*p<.01, ***p<.001
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Table 5. Regression to the children’s aggression, withdraw, perceived competence

Dependent
p?n e Independent variable B B I 4 F
variable
maternal overprotective behavior related to leaming 28 217
Aggression grade 170 a3 a1 12.62™
maternal overprotective behavior related to daily life 23 .16
. maternal overprotective behavior related to daily life 6 317 -
Withdrawal es 11 18.84
grade 283 .20
mother’s age -5 -16"
Perceived grade 351 -16" 06 567
competence maternal overprotective behavior related to daily life -31 .14 ' '
sex 258 -12

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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