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A Comparative Analysis of Analogies in Elementary Science
Textbook by the 6th and 7th Curriculum

Choi, Sun-Young
(Incheon Majang Elementary School)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the analogies used in elementary science textbooks. For this, the
analogies were classified into the following criteria : analogy-related contents included in elementary science text-
books, types of representation style, and the role of analogy. The results of this study were as follows : the total
of analogies was 154 in the 6th and 166 in the 7th curriculum. Most of them were expressed in textbooks and ex-
perimental texts. More structural/functional, verbal/pictorial, concrete/concrete, concrete/abstract, simple and enriched
analogies were included in the science textbooks of the 7th than those of the 6th. Most of them took the role as
an aid to understanding. According to the domain of science content, energy, material, life domains were increased
in the 7th than the 6th, with the exception of the earth science domain. The ratio of used analogies in the life
domain was higher than the others, and in the material domain it was the lowest. From these results, it can be
said that, in order to help students' understanding, further research into the application of analogies is needed.
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