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Learning Styles and Perceptions on Subject Matter Content by
Science Gifted Elementary Students

Cho, Jung-11 - Choi, Gyu-Shik'
(Chonnam National University) - (Moonsan Elementary School)f

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to research science gifted students' learning styles and perceptions on subject
matter content. The data was collected from primary science and mathematics classes of a University Center for
Science Gifted Education, science classes of a Metrocity Primary Gifted Education Institute, and classes of a
normal school. The results of the study were that gifted students perceived the school curriculum much easier than
non-gifted students did, ( ¥ 2(4)=33.180, 2<.001), and that levels of interest in the content did not differ between
the groups, but 34.6 percent of the total students responded that they found the content uninteresting. Gifted
students did not see the content as being important compared to the non-gifted students, ( ¥ 2(4)=l2.443, p<.05),
and gifted students valued the methods used higher than the actual content of the textbook. The most helpful
activities for their learning that gifted students chose were projects, listening to teachers, and conducting expe-
riments, amongst others. They also preferred "learning at their own speed in a mixed group” for the study of so-
cial studies, science, and mathematics, whereas non-gifted students preferred learning at the same speed. The two
groups of science gifted students varied especially in their perceptions of most helpful activities. It is suggested
that special programs for fulfilling gifted students' needs and abilities need to be developed and implemented.

Key words : science gifted, learning styles, perception
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