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Open Adoption : Analysis of Types and Characteristics of
Conflicts Experienced by Adoptive Parents

Fu]3HMee-Hyang Koo)"
ABSTRACT

Twenty-one adoptive parents participated in this study on adoption-related conflicts perceived by
adoptive parents in open adoption. Q-methodology, which provides understanding of individual attitudes
and experiences, identified three types of conflict. Type 1 experienced a great deal of conflict and
concern prior to the adoption decision; they also faced difficulties stemming from lack of information
about parenting an adopted child and institutional inertia. For type 2, the major factors of conflict were
discord among siblings, negative bias against adoption in the community, and insufficient national
assistance. Type 3 teported that they feel concerned for their adopted-child’s developmental and
psychological wellbeing they worried that adoption status might lead to behavioral and attitudinal

problems in their adopted-child during youth and young adulthood.

Key Words : ¢ %Fadoption), 25 (conflict), Q-*4*3 £(Q-methodology).
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