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A Study on the Hierarchical Organization of the Exterior Space
in the Multi-Family Housing Complexes in the Urban Area

-By Analysing the Exterior Space in Korean Traditional Architecture -
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Abstract

Efficlency and universality which was the spirit of the modern age, had also an
enfluence on our living environment. Various types of individual housing unit were
developed and mass-produced. However, the exterior space in our city is a place for
our social life and intermediate place to connect the private life of each individual to our
society. For the people to adapt themselves well to their environment, it should be well
organized which means it is clearly divided and integrated in a hierarchical order. To
realize these conditions, adequate boundaries to divide each territory and entrances to
connect each territory are two essential elements. One of the possible methods to realize
these conditions can be found in korean traditional architecture where the exterior space
has the same figural quality like buildings and is the center of the whole composition.
Buildings, walls and colonnades are the elements to define space. Gates, pavilions, gabs
between buildings and posts are the elements to symbolize the entrance connecting each
space. Each exterior space is integrated to a whole composition. One is the gradual
differentiation along the axis which is unique in korean traditional architecture. The other
is the rectangular connection which is also found in the other area in the world. The
results of this thesis are as follows. The exterior space in the housing area should have
the figural quality. The elements to make boundaries defining exterior space are
classified into horizontal elements such as low buildings and walls, and vertical elements
such as tower-shape buildings which define space in a different way. The position of
openings in a housing block affects the characteristic and openness of a exterior space.
Various types of gates are used to decide the relationship between spaces.
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