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ABSTRACT

It has been widely accepted that the environment is an important determining
factor of human health. Appreciating the relationship between the environment
and human health, Korean government has begun to deal with issues of
environmental health. The government proclaimed the year of 2006 to be the first
year of Environmental Health and established [The Environmental Health Plan
for the next 10 Years] . In order to achieve the goals in the plan, there are
necessary considerations such as support systems for environment health related
research, investigation, law, institution, administration, and so forth. This study
suggests basic principles required to establish a legal regime of environmental
health which is to implement the environmental health policies in Korea. Several
cases of foreign legislation and policy relevant to environmental health are
reviewed. Also, existing related legal system in Korea are analysed considering
legal and institutional elements for establishing an effective environmental health
policy.

The main purpose of amending legal system related environmental health is to
protect both public health and the soundness of ecosystem. To reach the goals
effectively, the concept of ‘environmental health’ should be clearly established
and presented. In addition, an advanced prevention system, including
investigation and prevention of the cause of environmental diseases and risk
assessment based on the precautionary principle, are substantial in the
environmental health legislation. Also the environmental health law should
guarantee public participation in decision making as well as the first
consideration of susceptible or vulnerable population. This study concludes that
the expected legislation related to environmental health should be a normative
instrument not only for integrating each environmental protection scheme but
also for establishing and implementing the policy.

Keywords : environment-related disease, environmental health law, environmental
health policy, precautionary principle, preventive system
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“Environmental health comprises those aspects of human health and disease that are
determined by factors in the environment. It also refers to the theory and practice of
assessing and controlling factors in the environment that can potentially affect health.

1. MAEZII7(WHO)
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E W 8
HEAAY SAEAMuA HEE - A2 - 2ol $EEANS, ZAH
Sk A7 o
SR siet | Y], A% SR8, YN HY|E, 237 S, 012 ¥ Hl0|2 WAHY,
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Environmental health as used by the WHO Regional Office for Europe, includes both
the direct pathological effects of chemicals, radiation and some biological agents, and
the effects (often indirect) on Thealth and wellbeing of the broad physical,
psychological, social and aesthetic environment which includes housing, urban
development, land use and transport.” Environment and Health, the European Charter
and Commentary, Frankfurt, 19%9.

5) WHOQ Europe. http://www.euro.who.int

6) http//www.who.dk/envhealthpolicy/Plans/20020807_1 &=
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o B8 EULE Bl E3} AE st FEE ofdstn elshicts
SER 19 FAlFEZEAL I%EI(UN Econormic Commission for Europe:
UNECE)e| ‘The Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and
R3&+ 5o International Lakes'oll 2+st gleloljM MAEl Ehzm} H2o EHE-P oMM J‘fHE—‘i
(1999) 0 B&TL0l 240 Aol n|xl= HEE Ol HAAFP] e AHAHEE
THEE 2L By A o st $& (The Charter on Transport, Environment
and Health) &=
- B s o|n HLE BXAFI| fis 5pbtel BUERIR W B
o 7 a2[3 59| X&visst wME 9ISt Z2HES ¥ &
X4zt sief 0 ‘0RlolE ¢ist gAn 27 oA E(Children's Environment and Health
(20044) Action Plan for Europe: CEHAPE)2| RI= U ofgl k&

ZH&: WHO Europe, http://www.euro.who.int
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At olF 3 FARAAGEE BEH 9B =F T oY /K] LgE-e
F2AL AT A¥E - PeEE B TEATIE T AR HIEAE Y

I Stk olE @ARAATY WY AR grdHEY 2P AI52ZE D AIUZR,
EU Aeat 3P EA Y, FFRA B8 AdP5AY 58 & 5 AUk & #7527
AefMe 874 § LEEAY o)F - EF € ofo) ot A7 7] - & - AE - AFE
T8 HAES T3 9lon, Mg F7lo wet dojdl ARE FAVIE 4 MEIE 58
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EE EU AgdA 3 ¥HE A - AldE e Alde A x“}% F ok ot 1089w Al

A @ARARBIAE Bo AdE A whd] g F@8Y (European Charter on
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Z&: WHO Europe, http.//www.euro.who.int
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48] AARAAGE 843 B B0 B3 TFAHY AALEFE AN Fe s
o] WA, ol uiEgoZ AIdA FHHEEZA oA (European Environment
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3. 0|2
H5e) B4R B AL ojde] 5 F2 wdze) BEE AP AW D W Al
o) YL wolF itk 19704 0] ojgo] A% TAsh BAR WA WA A4
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7] A& «ojo] ZAZIH(Childre’s Health Act), <ol®lo] 3742 3% (Children’s
Environmental Protection Act),l0 <ojgdo] 8stE 2k (Child, Worker, and
Consumer-Safe Chemicals AcplD) 5 of®le] ARRIE AT dd) YAE +=3}
71 g ARE s sk

2000 W= &J3)7h FAAI7] cofHo] A7 (Childrens Health Act of 200002 <
WEFF R 05 (Federal Public Health Agency)s E&] Fajzls ojdole] 77| thsh
AT Z dxAd @ Z2aRg HEstn o8 Fisy] Yete] FFRE AU (Public

9) ml=e] A ofdole ALEA krlold] B3] thokgt 44 aQlol| o3 das Wol Bg 4 v
T MHAISolg e A72dd ofs] SErse o] Hojof gtk =97t JAEH o] &
thoolelgh HIWAE v|ae] #A4AE dEshe AYAME M5 F450 sith
10) http//www.govtrack.us/congress/bill. xpd?hill=h106-199 (200613 10¥ accessed).
Heke] A wWAL To protect children and other vulnerable subpopulation from
exposure to certain environmental poliutants, and for other purposes’ 24, 1999l
AFE NI, A Aol HE Folrt,
11)  hitp//www.govtrack.us/congress/bill xpd?hill=s109-1391 (2006 109  accessed).
weote] AHA HAL <A hill to amend the toxic Substances Control Act to reduce the

exposure of children, workers, and consumers fo toxic chemical substances’®A],
20056 78] itElglon HAl Aol PE Fojch
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12) EPA Risk Assessment Forum. 2003. Supplemental Guidance for Assessing Cancer
Susceptibility from early-life exposure to carcinogens (External review Draft).
Washington DC: US EPA.
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A3 vl P 19879 0FEZ HyEAd BI EEDE WM, 1992 <<jA
21°(Agenda 21), 1992 7]FW3tgel 19929 MEUAESY, EUY $A#HA 11
Bl =450 g} SuetE F4A ALY 8 - 0E - A3 Tl B JFH7PE
Z+ AL zolM APRF YRS R 7 - A VELH R BB e AL
2 434 Aok
T 9439 H8L FAHoE gy 2L A /A9 Yo A8

i) 4R EFo Izt A7t 737 0129] A7kl v A ZAA f3gel e =
o, a8 Hat A4sAY IES + g 4249 AL H
irreversible damage),

ii) 9% dol <17ke] 9ol upe} opy|E= #ALH o] AFABAE AT -
Jv HEH FA7F YA X3t9& (scientific uncertainty),

iii) 22i% A FA9 EFEo] A dsia L gHHA AT A9 AP

& A7IAT)E HEo 2 o] ol etdtHcost-effect precautionary action).
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370 A2 AE op1F Aol A AHE HIE 2o B BFAA ] WA=
78t 1 7ol AE 458 WA fEle Aeg st YA o s8d ¥
9] o]9)] 3= YA o2 FX3Y, LW 39 ol P& P& PALGE D §
A7F BARAJA I A o |8 A8 Y-S AR 45T AL 278 9
FA9 AEE A=Y Fart ot

23) <Rio Declaration’, Principle 15.
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2) =8H THAU HMAOIR] X

(1) 424 Mgl HE3 A
FARAEE Y Au] - AR QoA 7B 7B ol A Gojolgt & F S F
A B 7 (environmental health)S AH¥HA 3723 Aol ME OE F

deaz TA450] U8e ¢ Ao
O X

940 <87 (environmental) o] & g0l oh$ TR Sjulz Helg & ek @A )

de 1 mEd, BBs, BT uA Ao 2, A B 508 A% £

Aoz By T Jov), 1 AN B £ d8How s ol 84
27

A QulE F7), B, Ate] AFdhe BA 53 £ FH EE AdH 24 Ee
QZHe EYMI Qi Rt BE o] AL wikh ey Y BEFYS TIEE
T B ghetsld SAolt dubyoz Fy| vl B, EX|, AAAY, F - AE
T AYE 848 nFEsld nusty - 9 - e - A3y FeAE we IR EE
B34 abe T8 283 g opde, 1o g AF9] 14 5 FHe 745
T e wEAHQ AN E EFehe mg WE Adolth fHFFAECY & £
2 @A A «8, F7], & 23 4E o] A% o] 84 # B BEE ASHTIA
g} o159 BArEta BYsta Yok A0 diste] SEvhet FHAGAV| Y-S A
74 2 AgIHoR {34 AE(UNEP)S Adstd 7 A os F&at A
<HE6> EHe| Tzt e
X5l X|E e 2 xjAle] DE MED} 0|E2 EeiML Us
H 3= A5z tio|, 8, #Vig, &3, TE, o3l dx S Algtel dariatnt

2 ==

UNEP Rodstd | of7|, o &, LA, SAYEAZ 4= 8
olzkalz Mol ol7}5i2d oI, FH, HY, MEA, A, dlHX|, 25, Y, SHusg I
= .

EE, "sie ofdof et g

2z el 374 2 (www.me.go.kr), UNEP(www.unep.org).

FAEA] & o] /g el <Rl (health)e & IHE «A3E A= g T}

25) Directive 67/548/EEC. Relating to the Classification, Packaging and Labelling of
Dangerous Substances, 27 June 1967, Art. 2(1)(c).
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WHOd!| w}29 S4B AL <874 290 (factors in the environment)dll ¢]3te] AA == ¢l
H A7 AW td PdE(aspects)E FAEY 1AL B AAH 0w A%
FEg A v FH8UAE Husla BAse olEn AHE rHEYI7IE gk WHO
FHAFFA(WHO Regional Office for Europe)7} AHEse @424 Mg 38E4, W
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26) B3 A7 BF GEOZ chealtr®E FVIHE, F £olv WE2E AR EE oW AR H
Av ELH7IE g

27) Merriam-Webster. 1993. Merriam Webster s Collegiate Dictionary; 10th ed.

28) «Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely
the absence of disease or infirmity.”

20) WHO (Prigss—{Jstun, A. Corvalgn, C.). 2006, PREVENTING DISEASE THROUGH

HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS, Towards an estimate of the envirormmental burden of
disease. 8-11.
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30) Moeller, D.W. 2005. Environmental Health, 3rd ed., Harvard University Press, p.l.

31) WHO Regional Office for Europe. http://www.euro.who.int/eprise/main/Office
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34) EC Treaty, A6z

35) Moeller, DW. op. cit., p.7.

(eds.) Public Health for the Z2ist Century, New Perspectives on Folicy,

36) Evans, D. 2003. «New Directions in Tackling Inequalities in Health,” In Omme, Judy
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30

= ?l%" oAl gt 414 259} 5wl
A (environmental equity), B o}
A= HEEA] Zzs]ofo} gt YF
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He 84 é«](enVlronmental justice)
7} AH3) A 3 A(social equity)e] 8.
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A7l g SAHAAY +8 T thddt AHH o] {88 Aoz BT

3) JIE} LBV X EXH AR 2 B2

B34 9) (environmental justice)®] 7d37 ¥, TR Fol disixe B A3
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Farticipation and FPractice Open University Press 164-165.

37) WHO. Health Impact Assessment (HIA). Glossary terms of used,
http://www.who.int/hia/about/glos/en/index html

38) 23, 2005, AW, A2%, vrdAL 95-96.
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3ty g4E. www.me.go.kr (20061 10 accessed).

ahA, Sl 2006, "W A2, HEAR

3. 2005. 'EAH, A2, grdAL
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