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< Abstract >

This study examined the intergenerational transmission of family violence. The main focus of this study was on the
effect of an experience of childhood violence and the witnessing of interparental violence on the future spouse and
child violence.

Two hundred and forty-two matrried couples and 50 married couples with indicted husbands and their wives were
surveyed.

The results showed that

Husbands who had experienced childhood violence from their father and witnessed their father’s violence towards
their mother tended to inflict more physical violence on their wives than those who did not experience such events.

Wives who witnessed violence between both parents’ tended to receive more physical violence from their
husbands than those who did not witness such events. In addition, wives who did not experience childhood violence
but at the same time witnessed interparental violence tended to receive more physical violence from their husbands
than those who did not witness such events.

Husbands who experienced childhood violence from their mother and both parents and husbands who witnessed
their father’s violence toward their mother tended to be more violent towards their children than those who did not
experience such events. Wives who experienced childhood violence from their mother and father and wives who
witnessed violence between both parents tended to be more violent towards their children than those who did not
experience such events.

Corresponding Author: Yea-Jung Kim, Department of Child Development and Family Studies, Research Institute of Ecology for the Elderly, Pusan National
University, 30, Jangjeon-dong, Kumjung-ku, Busan, 609-735, Korea Tel: 82-51-510-2762 E-mail: efood1 @hanmail.net
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These results partially support that the transmission of family violence across generations and show the differential

effects of gender and the violent parent’s gender on family violence.
Z x| of(Key Words): ¥3Z2(spouse violence), A ZZ(child violence), 1.7} Z2] 5 Hfwitnessing interparental
violence), 0}5-7] £ 27 Blexperiencing childhood violence), &2 2] A|th7t intergenerational

transmission of family vioclence)
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