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a0 QoY 7noy4_§, Beardsley = =] AEFoA7} ofis] £ sfulef of
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- ding to the Emotive Theory, a word has meaning only if there is some way of
confirming its applicability to a given situation——roughly, only if it has a clear
designation. For example, the sharpness of a knife can be tested by various means, so that
the phrase ‘sharp knife’ is meaningful. We may also suppose that ‘sharp’ has some
negative emotive import, deriving from our experience with sharp things. Now, when we
speak of a ‘sharp razor’ or a ‘sharp drill’, the emotive import is not active, because these
phrases are meaningful. But when we speak of a ‘sharp wind’, ‘a sharp dealer’, or ‘a
sharp tongue’, the tests for sharpness cannot be aplied, and therefore, though the individual
words are meaningful, the combinations of them are not. In this way the emotive import
of the adjective is released and intensified(Beardsley).
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Your claims are indefensible.

He attacked every weak point in my argument.
His criticisms were right on target.

I demolished his argument.

I've never won an argument with him.

If you use that strategy, he'll wipe you out.

He shot down all of my arguments.
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[Abstract]

Laotzu's View of Language: As Represented in Tao De Ching

Jang-song Lee
(Korea Military Academy)

Laotzu's view of language is well expressed at the beginning stanza of “J&n[i&
JEHSE” of Tao De Ching, the interpretation of which is pivotal for the proper
interpretation of the entire text. Two lines of interpretation of this stanza have been
proposed; The first view regards the letter “35” in “JEH3E” as representing that
which is signified by a sign. The other takes the posture that the letter “J&” is
itself the signifier of the sign. 1 argue in this article that the second posture should
be taken to interpret Tao De Ching properly, contrary to the traditional
interpretation of this stanza, by pointing out the verses which inevitably contradict

each other when interpreted according to the first view.

The second view leads to the conclusion that everyday language is not sufficient
enough to describe the supernatural beings, including 720, accurately, and seeks a
way to augment ordinary language for appropriate description of such supernatural
beings. The strategy Laotzu adopts in 720 De Ching is to expand the expressive
power of ordinary language by extensive use of metaphors. This paper discerns 4
conceptual metaphors in the sense of Johnson and Lakoff(1980) which underlie the
metaphors used in 7a0 De Ching: (1) Tao is Void; (2) Tao is Mother; (3) Tao is
Valley; and (4) Tao is Untrimmed Log.

keywords: Tao De Ching, Tao, anthrophomorphism, univocal way, equivocal way,

Theory of Mere Consciousness, incremental theory of metaphor, conceptual
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