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Spatial Characteristics of Manufacturing Production and Innovation
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Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to analyze production and innovation networks of manufacturers in the rural,
long-live areas of Gangwon - Jeju and to suggest an ideal regional development model of rural areas in the
knowledge-based information age. For this purpose, we compared the areas of Gangwon - Jeju with the long-live belt
areas in the rural part of the Homan region and Gwangju - Jeonju, the urban part of Honam. The findings from the
study are summarized as follows. Firstly, the stronger the local networks in terms of supply of the necessary input
materials and labor, the more successful the manufacturing industry is in the given area. Secondly, the more diverse
and lasting the networks (in terms of the location of manufacturers, local area and national area) and cooperation
agents(businesses, research institutions, the local government, the central government) they have, the more prosperous
the manufacturing industry is. These results indicate that the successful development model for rural areas requires that
we take the approach of fostering potential innovation capabilities of local areas by fully utilizing their innate resources
50 as to create an internal cooperative network and further build extensive networks encompassing external entities to
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create a virtual innovation cluster.
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