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Abstracts

The character of the archives and records management

‘reform’ from the third quarter of 2004 in korea

Kwak, Kun-Hong

The archives and records management ‘reform’ has spreaded out through
the third quarter of 2004. There are many evidences such as the change of
the Office of the President's management on the record production, ‘the
reforming road map for the final draft on the archives and records
management.” This method spreads into the Cabinets. So it is improved these
rosy conditions was upgraded by the laws and regulations. We also hope that
the conditions of the records management to be a higher level than before.
However the actual conditions of the records management are not good
comparing with the law and regulations. I think this unbalance is a setious
problem. The reason of the ‘failed history’ during past time was caused not
by the laws itself but by the indifference and negligence on the laws.

The academic field and NGO have continuously required some essential
suggestions on that problem; political neutrality and independent of the
National Archives, the employment of specialists and the improvement of their
skills etc. But these requirements have not accepted yet. This revised records

management law also has not applied to the road map wholly. Even though
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the outward growth during that time is remarkable, we need to learn some
instructions by way of the ‘failed history’. Therefore our urgent task is to
narrow the gap between the new system and the actual conditions based on

long and short term projects.

Key words : archival legislation, records management reform, National
Archives, the reforming road map on the records

management



