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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to investigate factors related to the parental role in satisfaction and parenting
behaviors. The subjects were 102 employed mothers and 110 unemployed mothers of 5-year-old children living in
Seoul, Korea. The measures were questionnaire, the Parental Role Satisfaction Scale and the Parenting Behaviors
Scale. The data were analyzed by Cronbach’s ¢, frequency, percentile, mean, correlation, multiple regression and
Chow-test. Consistent with Belsky’s model of the determinants of parenting, the parental role satisfaction and
parenting behaviors of both employed and unemployed mothers were influenced by child characteristics, parent
characteristics, and family factors. Results showed that the parental role satisfaction of both employed and
unemployed mothers was correlated to child’s birth order, temperament and health of child, mothers’ and fathers’
age, fathers’ educational level, and family income. Parenting behaviors were also correlated to sex of child, child’s
birth order, temperament of child, parental educational level, and family income for employed mothers and to health
of child, mothers’ and fathers’ age, mothers’ educational level, and family income for unemployed mothers.
Especially, father’s age for employed mothers, and child’s temperament for unemployed mothers, were the most
strongly related variables for parental role satisfaction. On the other hand, family income for employed mothers, and
fathers’ age for unemployed mothers were the most strongly related variables for parenting behaviors.
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