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The Effects of in Vehicle Watching TV on Driver Behavior
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For recent innovation of IT technology and the beginning of Digital Multimedia Broadcasting
(DMB) service, it has been dramatically increased to setup TV system in a car for watching TV
and receiving traffic information. Watching TV while driving would distract a driver’s cognitive and
visual attention as eating food, operating the radio, using a cell phone. However, there is paucity
of empirical researches and it is uncertain how watching TV in driving impacts on the driver's
cognition in the concrete. Therefore, we surveyed domestic drivers on the attitude watching TV
while driving as well as conducted experiments through a driving simulator. Especially, we
recruited two groups of participants to explore the effects of watching TV on driving behavior. The
result proved that the participants who watched TV while their driving had relatively narrower the
attention span than the participants who did not watch TV. Also, those who watched TV drove
with less stability and more urgent operations of the brake and accelerator than those who did not
watched TV. Finally, we discussed limitations and implications of the study.
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