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A Case of Myoclonus Presenting as a Side Effect of Amitriptyline
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Myoclonus is manifested in a variety of situations including metabolic derangements, brain lesions, epilepsy, and

drugs toxicity. We reported a rare case of amitriptyline- induced myoclonus. A 64-year-old man with a tension-type

headache was administered amitriptyline at 15 mg/day. Eight days after initiation of amitriptyline, multifocal

myoclonus developed, involving the face and upper extremities. Two hours after the administration of clonazepam

at 1 mg, myoclonus resolved completely.
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Table 1. Reported cases of TCA-induced myoclonus
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Reporter Sex/Age Drugs Daily dose (mg/day) Site of myoclonus Treatment duration
Darcourt et al.» F/61 Amitriptyline ? Head, tongue, pharynx ?
Imipramine ? ?
F/64 Amitriptyline ? Head, face, legs ?
Imipramine ? ?
F/50 Imipramine ? Head, face, neck, arms ?
Lippman et al.” F/25 Amitriptyline 150 Violent jerking movements 3 days
twitching movements
Lippman et al.”® F/58 Amitriptyline 125 Myoclonic jerking in the limbs 5 days
Koller and Musa'” M4 Amitriptyline 100 Myoclonic jerk of the arms, ?
Upper trunk, and facial muscles
Masand"? M/28 Desipramine 300 Myoclonic jaw jerking 2 months
+ doxepine 50
Present case M/64 Amitriptyline 15 Arms, facial muscle 2 days
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